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ing since the Zd. Making tme necessary examination, le round 
the os-uteri dilated and without any rigidity, but as all effort apon 
the part of the womb, at expulsion, had ceased, he commenced 
the administration, vini ergote, in drachm doses, at short inter- 
vals. Waiting sufficiently long for the specific effects of the drug 
to be produced, and none being developed, he concluded, as there 
were no alarming symptoms present, to retire for the night, with 
instructions to the nurse, that he be called if anything should oc- 
cur requiring his attention. He was not disturbed, and found 
on visiting the woman, in the morning, that she had passed, com- 
paratively, a comfortable night, with only slight contractions, at 
long intervals ; at this time, however, being more frequent and of 
greater force, ergot was again administered, and acted well until 
the head had thoroughly descended and become impatced between 
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' 7 PART I. 
Original Communications and Special Selections. 


_—_—_——_—— 0-0 


A CASE OF SLOUGHING OF THE UTERUS. 


——_s 


BY W. G. DRAKE, M. D., OF ATLANTA, GA. 


On the 3d of August, 1860, while practicing in Alabama, I was 
called to visit a negro woman in her first confinement; being ab- 
sent at the time, Dr. B. visited the case, in the afternoon of that 
day, and its history, up to the time of my arrival on the 4th, as 
gathered from him, is about as follows: 

He learned from the nurse, that the woman had been complain- | 
ing since the 2d. Making the necessary examination, he found. 
the os-uteri dilated and without any rigidity, but as all effort upon 
the part of the womb, at expulsion, had ceased, he commenced 
the administration, vini ergote, in drachm doses, at short inter- 
vals. Waiting sufficiently long for the specific effects of the drug 
to be produced, and none being developed, he concluded, as there 
were no alarming symptoms present, to retire for the night, with 
instructions to the nurse, that he be called if anything should oc- 
cur requiring his attention. He was not disturbed, and found 
on visiting the woman, in the morning, that she had passed, com- 
paratively, a comfortable night, with only slight contractions, at 
long intervals ; at this time, however, being more frequent and of 
greater force, ergot was again administered, and acted well until 
the head had thoroughly descended and become impatced between 

40 
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the pelvic bones, when nature ceased her efforts, and the ergot lost 
its effects. 

Waiting several hours, and everything remaining “in statu 
quo,” I was again sent for with the request, that I bring obsteri- 
cal instruments. Soon after arriving I instituted an examination 
and found firm impaction of the fetal head, with the corrugations , 
of the scalp protruding beyond the labia. I proposed the im- 
mediate application of the forceps—but the Dr. suggested the 
propriety of waiting as he had a short while previous to my arrival, 
again resorted to the use of ergot. 

An hour or two having elapsed and the uterus still remaining 
inert, an effort was made to apply the instruments, but we found 
it impossible to lock them until craniotomy was performed, after 
which, with the aid of the forceps, and without difficulty, quite a 
large and perfectly developed male fetus was delivered. 

On the passage of the head there gushed forth an unusually 
large quantity of decomposed liquor amnii, of creamy consistency, 
the color of lemon, and an ordor very offensive, so much s0 in- 
deed, that I found it impossible to remain in the room without 
vomiting. 

There was no difficulty attending the removal of the placenta, 
nor was the post partum hemorrhage, more considerable than usual 
with primipora, though the uterus failed to contract kindly until 
ergot was given, and ice-water applied externally and over the uter- 
ine region. 

The nervous system was very much depressed and reaction, 
though gradual, seemed to be perfect under the use of alcoholic 
stimuli. I remained with the patient that night, and left her next 
morning doing as well as could be expected, after a protracted la- 
bor, and, an instrumental delivery. 

I visited the case five or six days consecutively, and no unto- 
ward symptoms occurring, she was discharged. There had not been 
up to that time, any indication of metritis or metro-peritonitis, 
mammary abscess, nor any of the other ‘ills’ to which lying-in- 
women “are heir to’”’—the patient remaining cheerful, the apetite 
good, the bowels moving regularly, without calling into requisi- 
tion the aid of the usual remedies on such occasions. In fact, I 
never attended a case that gave promise of a more favorable ter- 
mination. 

Thirteen days subsequent to my last visit, I was again sent for, 
and on my arrival, was informed by the nurse, that the woman's 
bladder “was out.” On making an examination I found, instead of 
that viscus being prolapsed, I had a case of procidentia uteri, with 
the lips and vaginal cervix, &c., a state of sphacelus. I in- 
troduced a catheter to the fundus, through which passed, probably, 
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a-half pint of limpid fluid, and not very offensive. Then grasping 
the protruding part between the thumb and index finger, I made 
gentle pressure, by degrees approaching the body of the organ 
until I reached a point of sensibility, and just below that point and 
above the surgical neck I excised the insensible portion. 

Various astringents and antisceptic remedies were applied lo- 
cally, hoping thereby, to arrest further decomposition and com- 
plete destruction of the organ, and as the functions of assimilation 
and digestion were somewhat impaired, the vegetable and ferruginous 
tonics were administered with apparent benefit. I noticed, how- 
ever, on each visit, that the womb had gradually descended, and 
on one occasion, I cought hold of it and made gentle traction, and 
no pain being complained of, I continued to pull, when, to my 
utter astonishment, there came away the entire mass with its fol- 
lapian appendages. From that time, the woman improved rap- 
idly in general health, andit was but a short while, until she was 
competent to perform all her duties as house-servant. 

About eighteen months subsequent to the coming away of the 
womb, she informed me that she came unwell regularly, or in 
other words, there was a periodical discharge of blood from the 
vagina, corresponding with the catamenial flow, which occurred 
regularly prior to the time of her conception, and, at times, the 
sexual orgasm was as intense, and the sensations peculiar to the 
act of coition were as exquisitely acute as before her confinement. 

The case, I must confess, is to me an unique one, (never having 
seen a similar one recorded, and in conversation in regard to it, 
with medical men, have had them express their doubts as to its 
being truly the uterus, but, instead, a false membrane,) and I do 
not pretend to account for the above facts, except upon the sup- 
position that both, or at least, one of the ovaries, remained intact. 
Having an opportunity in 1862, I made a digital examination and 
found that quite a change had taken place in the physical condi- 
tion of the vagina, its walls, as well as the sphincter vagine, were 
very much contracted, affording considerable resistance to the in- 
troduction of the finger, and in a measure accounting for the ces- 
sation of the stillicidium urine, with which she was at first trou- 
bled. I saw her again in 1865. She informed me that she en- 
joyed perfect health, and suffered no inconvenience from being 
minus a womb. I still have the specimen in alcohol, and those 
who may be skeptical, can have an opportunity of examining it, 
by calling at my office. 
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A CASE OF CHRONIC DYSENTERY TERMINATING IN 
PERFORATION OF THE RECTUM. 


BY ISAAC W. ANGEL, M. D., OF CHARLESTON, 5S. C. 

On the first day of September, I was informed of the death of 
Mary Fevers, a colored woman, 58 years of age, a native and 
resident of Charleston, who had been under my care for the past 
six months, at different intervals of time. She was of medium 
size and average height, apparent weight, about 120 pounds. 
When first under my care, she described her symptoms as intense 
pain “in the end of the back bone,” and her disease as a contin- 
ued diarrhea, ‘‘ with bearing down pain, doing very little ata 
time,” from which I concluded that it was a case of dysentery, for 
which I put her on the usual treatment of hydro sub-mur. et copii, 
which appeared to check the dysenteric stools, but did not relieve the 
pain. Talso advised blisters over the sacrum, to be repeated from 
time to time, as should be required, cautioning her to abstain from 
vegetable food, and as the season was advancing to remember not 
to indulge in melons and fruits. I lost sight of the case for some ° 
time, and having heard that she was better, was in hopes that she 
was permanently relieved. Some time in August she came to my 
office and complained that the symptoms had returned, especially 
the ‘pain in the end of the backbone.” I repeated the former 
treatment, and as she complained of debility, advised her to take 
a little stimulus in the day, whenever she felt weak. On the first 
of September I was informed, that early that morning, she com- 
plained of colic, feeling cold, vomiting, etc., continued Jactitation, 
and finally collapsed, ending in her death. One point struck me 
just here, as one of remarkable interest. This patient was a 
washerwoman, and on the evening previous to her death, was car- 
rying on her usual business of washing, complaining of no more 
pain than usual. The suddenness of her death, and the fact that 
she had not indulged in more than her ordinary diet, made me 
particularly anxious to enquire what was the cause of death, and 
to demand a post mortem examination, which was readily granted: 

POST-MORTEM, SEPT, 1st, 1871. 

The body appeared quite normal, with the exception of great 
distension of the abdomen, which seemed about the size of that of 
a pregnant woman, between the fifth and sixth months of preg- 
nancy. 

Dr. R. P. Huger, assisting me, an ‘incision was made from the 
eusiform cartilage to the os pubis; upon passing through the ab- 
dominal muscles, a large amount of gas escaped giving forth a 
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very offensive foecal odor; the colon was immensely distended 
and without actual measurement, I should say, was about five 
inches in diameter. Covering the intestines was a large collec- 
tion of semi-fluid foecal matter, to which we must attribute the 
peritonitis that was presented to our view. ‘This presence of fee- 
cal matter within the peritoneal cavity at once directed our search 
for a perforation as the cause of the same. Commencing at the 
stomach, I examined each part of the intestinal canal, inch by 
ineh. Our attention was directed to the extreme thinness of the 
intestines in several places, especially one or two of Peyers glands, 
which were so thin as to cause us to look upon them as the point 
of perforation, but continuing still downward so as to leave no 
point unsearched, we found the pelvic cavity more or less filled with 
fluid foecal matter, and the rectum almost black. Passing the fin- 
ger downward, we discovered a perforation in the right posterior 
wall of the rectum, large enough to admit the ends of two fingers. 
Taking the rectum out and examining it, the perforation presented 
the appearance of a gun-shot wound, as regards its torn and lac- 
erated character. All of the other organs, both thoracic and ab- 
dominal, were normal. And here let me ask, may not many more 
cases of dysenteric patients than we may suppose, dying suddenly, 
terminate in this manner ? 





SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MACON 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, AUGT. AND SEPT. 


Macon MeEpicaL ASSOCIATION, 
Macon, Ga., Avaust 1871. 

The Association met and proceeded to business, with its Presi- 
dent, Dr. C. B. Nottingham, in the Chair. 

Written communications being called for, in order, Dr. Wm. R. 
Burgess, the Essayist for the evening, présented and read a paper 
on quinine, considered only under its repeated emmenagogue 
properties. He seeing the subject was being agitated throughout 
the country, and the professional mind being somewhat divided in 
regard thereto, a medical friend had, some twelve months ago, 
suggested to him the importance of noting, with care, the result 
of administering quinine in periodical doses to such pregnant fe- 
males as might fall under his treatment. In obedience therefore, 
to this suggestion, he reported several cases of malarial fever in 
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pregnant women, when the remedy was freely and fully used with- 
out any deliterious after-consequences, but per contra, when ute- 
rine contractions were giving serious trouble, threatening even the 
expulsion of its contents, so soon as the system could be impressed 
and the fever arrested, these symptoms were invariably set aside. 
Closing his report of cases, he said: ‘I might mention other cases 
where I gave quinine freely, to patients during the time of their 
illness, but as these are all in which a special note was kept, I 
will allude to no others. Suffice it to say, that I have never wit- 
nessed a case where I believed quinine induced premature expul- 
sion of the uterine contents. Yet it will be borne in mind that in 
none of the cases reported, was more than 20 grains given in 
twenty-four hours, and this quantity were given at a single dose. 
Ten grains being the largest amount given at any one time. Still 
my patients were frequently impressed to the extent of annoying 
deafness and tingling of the ears. The effect of 20 or 30 grains, 
administered at a single dose, might be different ; but as I rarely 
recognise the necessity for such ‘ heroic’ dosings without further 
cause for changing my opinion, I must look upon quinine as an 
invaluable agent in the management of the class of troubles now 
under consideration.” 

Further he says, “I am neither ignorant nor unmindful of the 
fact, that physicians of our own town, of large ability and expe- 
rience, entertain an opposite opinion; and with this fact in view, 
my mind has been the more closely drawn to the observance of 
the cases reported above. Little however, is ever attained by 
unverified opinion, and while I entertain the highest possible re- 
gard, both personal and professional, for my co-laborers, whose 
opinions stand opposed to my own, I know of no better plan to 
arrive at facts, (which are emphatically what we want,) than to 
array the tesmony on both sides, and draw conclusions.” In clo- 
sing his paper, for the purpose of arriving at the voice of the pro- 
fession, he invited free criticism, when the following discussion, 
substantially, occurred : 

Dr. Geo. N. Holmes being called on, said: ‘‘ Mr. President, I 
endorse fully the remarks of Dr. Burgess. It has been my prac- 
tice, all my life, to administer quinine to pregnant women, when 
called to treat them for such diseases as indicate the use of anti- 
periodic medicines, and I have never witnessed a single case 
where abortion or miscarriage resulted from its use.”’ 

Dr. Chas. H. Hall remarked: ‘TI fully agree with Dr. Burgess. 
Sixteen years of practice has not given me one instance of injury 
to the pregnant woman. As early as 1856, I had recorded cases 
of pregnancy in which the drug was given with special reference 
to satisfying my mind on this question. That record agrees with 











The Georgia Medical Companion. 583 


Dr. B’s.” 

Dr. W. F. Holt, said: “Mr. President, I am constrained to 
take grounds opposed to those who have preceded me in this dis- 
cussion. I feel sure that I have witnessed one or more cases of 
premature parturition conclusively referable to the administration 
of quinine. So fully impressed have I been with this conviction, 
that it is my invariable rule, when deeming it necessary to resort 
to the use of the medicine in the treatment of pregnant women, to 
combine with it some form of opiate.” 

Remarks of Dr. P. H. Wright: “The question before us to- 
night for discussion, ‘ will quinine, when combined with opium, pro- 
duce abortion in the pregnant female?’ being one of the greatest 
importance, both to the pregnant woman and the physician, I deem. 
it very essential that there should be a free and full expression of 
opinion by all present, and for one, I will be glad to hear the 
honest opinion of every member of this Association fully expressed 
to-night. I will then, in the beginning, state most positively, 
that I am decidedly of opinion that quinine, even uncombined with 
an anodyne, possesses no tendency, whatever, to produce abor- 
tion. ’ 

In the beginning of my professional life, in Louisianna, on the 
banks of the Mississippi River, where quinine is the drug—par 
excellence—and is given almost ad libitum, both by the profession 
and the people, I was in blissful ignorance of even a suspicion, 
that it had any such powers, and therefore, gave it freely to preg- 
nant women, and I cannot now recall to mind a single instance 
where it ever produced abortion in my own practice, nor do I 
think it did so in rhe hands of the overseers on those large plan- 
tations, who gave it daily, and indiscriminately, to all. Abortions 
were seldom ever among those women who were worked hard on 
the plantations. Since then. and during my residence in this city, 
I have had frequent occasions to give quinine to pregnant women, 
and cannot now recollect, a single instance in which it seemed to 
exercise such-a tendency. I have, within the past month, had 
occasion to administer the drug alone, in from 12 to 15 grain-doses, 
daily to a delicate lady, four months advanced in pregnancy, who 
was suffering from an attack of intermittent fever, and in this 
case there was not the slightest evidence that the uterus was even 
apprised of the presence of quinine in the circulation. The lad 
is now well, and carrying the foetus comfortably. We all know, 
and I belive it is universally considered, that frequent attacks of 
chills and fever, or billious remittent fever, do tend to produce 
premature labor, and with all due difference to the opinions of 
those gentlemen who differ from me on this all-important question, 
I believe that to withhold quinine under such circumstances, is to. 
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subject the patient to the most serious danger of miscarriage. In 
my opinion then, we should direct our treatment to subdue the 
disease, and thereby prevent abortion. Again, I have very seri- 
ous doubts whether quinine produces any emmenagogue properties 
primarily, and if it does secondarily, it is due solely to its tonic 
prophylactic properties, and this may be said of any other drug 
which tend to build up the enfeebled system. 

In conclusivu then, I would say that I do not hesitate to ad- 
minister quinine to any pregnant female, in any stage of preg- 
nancy, whenever I believe that itis required. Lastly, I don’t be- 
lieve that quinine will produce abortion. I believe its tendency is 
rather to prevent it, by arresting the exacerbations of chills and 
fever. I do not believe it is emmenagogue, except it may be sec- 
ondarily through its tonic and prophylactic properties.” 

Remarks of Dr. A. L. C. Magruder: “I have practiced medi- 
cine for thirty years in malarial districts, where the use of quinine 
was constantly indicated in the treatment of disease. During that 
period I have prescribed it frequently for pregnant females, and 
in no case, to the injury of the patient, when abortion or prema- 
ture labor was threatened from fever, the symptoms of labor have 
been immediately arrested by the cure of the fever. In such cases 
however, owing to a prevailing opinion of the emmenagogue prop- 
erties of quinine, I have almost always guarded the use of quin- 
ine with some opiate.”’ 

Remarks of Dr. C. B. Nottingham: “I have felt deeply inter- 
ested, gentlemen, in the discussion of the evening, believing as I 
do, the subject to be greater, of more grave, importance than any 
other question of therapeuctics that has ever engaged the atten- 
tion of this body in the free enterchange of views, upon which 
there has been developed a radical difference of opinion. ‘The 
propriety of administering quinine to the pregnant woman when 
viewed in its relations to the comfort and safety of the mother, 
the life of the child, the happiness of families and the interest of 
State, is of profound interest, and I am glad to say that my ob- 
servation and experience has been entirly in consonance with the 
views and general tenor of the very interesting paper read by the 
Essayist of the occasion, Dr. Burgess. 

Accustomed, all my professional life, to administer quinine as 
freely to pregnant females as to any other class of persons requi- 
ring its antiperiodic, antidotal or tonic influence, I do not recollect 
a solitary instance in which I have had the least reason to suspect 
it of having been disastrous in the production of abortion or mis- 
carriage. It is true, these untoward events have sometimes oc- 
curred with patients whilst taking it, but I have uniformly attrib- 
uted them to the shock of chills, the disturbing influence of fever, 
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the broken and anzemic condition of the system, or to some circum- 
stance antidating the illness, and not in any case to the quinine. 
Neither has it been my habit to combine opium or any of its pre- 
parations with the quinine in this class of patients. If the state 
of the stomach, the condition of the bowels, or the existence of 
nervous phenomena call for opium, I give it, but not otherwise, as 
I do not recognise any parturient property in quinine that re- 
qiures opium or other annodyne to hold it in check. 

As adirect emmenagogue, I neither attach value to or entertain 
fears of quinine. If possessed of such power it has entirely es- 
caped my observation, and I have been in the habit of constantly 
giving it alike to the victims of ammenorrhcea and to menstruous’ 
females when laboring under malarial fever, periodic neuralgia 
and varioug other maladies, calling for its use..”’ 


Turspay Evenrna, Sept. dtu, 1871. 


The Association met, etc. The discussion on quinine continued 
from last meeting. Dr. D. W. Hammond, the Essayist of the 
evening read a paper on the subject, of which the following is a 
synopsis: ‘‘The question for discussion this evening, is a very 
important one. Does quinine predispose to abortion, in antiperi- 
odic doses, in remittent fever? Does it possess emmenagogue 
properties ? I generally prescribe it for pregnant women in inter- 
m:ttents, and abortion has frequently taken place, whether this was 
the result of the toxic effect of the quinine, or malarial poison, I 
am not fully satisfied in my mind. I am of the opinion that the 
violent fever following malarial intoxication may cause miscarriage, 
independent of the quinine. When a pregnant woman has had 
chills and fever for a considerable time, the result is great pros- 
tration and anasarca. In such eases abortions often follow, but 
in these cases quinine has been liberally administered. Again, 
many pregnant females endure chills for months from a fear of 
quinine, from which the red corpuscles of the blood are broken 
down and impoverished from malarial poison, and have gone to 
the full term. Then to say that quinine produces arbortion, or 
that malarial poison is the cause, is to guess at it. Who can say 
positively which caused the accident? I am of the opinion that 
quinine is a partus accelerator, and that it possesses emmenagogue 
properties, if not directly, certainly indirectly. 

I acknowledge the weight of authority is against me on this 
subject. Here the Dr. read several interesting communications 
from distinguished members of the profession, in regard to the ac- 
tion of quinine upon pregnant women: Dr. Arnold, of Savannah, 
Dr. Eve, of Augusta, Dr. Bevins, of New Orleans, Dr. Wallace, 
of Jeff. Med. College, of Philadelphia, and Dr. Byford, of Chicago. 
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All of whom, with singular unanimity, testify that, according to 
their experience and judgment, quinine is totally devoid of partu- 
rient powers, and if it possesses emmenagogue properties they are 
secondary through its tonic influence. It would be interesting to 
give the entice letters of these eminent gentlemen, but space will 
not allow it. Per-contra, the Doctor quoted from Billingslea and 
Wilson, of Alabama, Drs. Phares and Carruth, of Mississippi, Dr. 
Yandell, of Kentucky, and Dr. Mon Cuerde, of England, as enter- 
taining opposite views. 

Dr. J. Emmett Blackshear stated, that he had never hesitated 
to prescribe quinine for the pregnant woman, when its use was in- 
‘dicated ; that he had never known abortion to occur during its 
administration, that could be attributed to the medicine; and that 
he considered it neither a parturifacient nor an emmenagogue. 

The discussion was extended during the evening, by gentlemen 
whose remarks, as made at a previous meeting, have already been 
given. 





LETTER FROM CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


BY T. H. KEARNEY, M. D., Oct. 13TH, 1871. 


Editors of The Georgia Medical Companion: 

GENTLEMEN—Though so many hundred miles away, I hope I 
may be permitted to express the interest I feel in my professional 
brethren in Georgia, as well as here, in Ohio. For citizenship in 
the Commonwealth of medicine, is not limited by geographical 
lines, nor a fraternal interest and sympathy lessened by distance. 
And as you, gentlemen, have paid me the compliment of associa- 
ting my name with those of your correspondents in various locali- 
ties, I must hasten to acknowledge that honor. Be assured then, 
of my full appreciation of that honor, and of my best wishes for 
the success of THE CoMPANION. 

Perhaps it may not be without interest to your readers to hear 
something about the public medical institutions of Cincinnati. In 
this city, of some 220,000 inhabitants, there are three medical 
colleges, viz: The “‘ Medical College of Ohio,” the “ Miami Med- 
ical College,” and the ‘ Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur- 
gery.” The first named is the oldest, having celebrated its seml- 
centenial last Spring. For a long time it enjoyed a monopoly of 
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medical teaching here, and its faculty has been ornamented, from 
time to time, by some of the brightest men of the profession, in 
the country. But of late years, it has had to divide the patronage 
with its vigorous and wide-awake rivals. The Miami College, al- 
though many years the junior of the Ohio, is fully its equal in 
prosperity and reputation at the present time. Both these schools 
commenced the present session with uncommonly large classes. 
Competition in medical teaching leads to some good results, by 
the activity and zeal it is so apt to induce in the individual teach- 
ers. But, on the other hand, it must be admitted, it tends to dis- 
advantages also, by lowering the standard of qualifications requi- 
site of the student. In such a country as curs, where there is no 
legal control over such matters, such competition will almost inev- 
itably tend to the lowering of that standard. For medical corpo- 
rations are like individuals,—one feels justified in doing what a 
rival does, on the self-preservation principle. Thus it is that, from 
time to time, the fees are lowered by some one, compelling the 
others to follow suit. At this time the fees in Cincinnati are lit- 
tlemore than one-third what they were twelve or fourteen years 
ago. The gentlemen who compose the faculties of our colleges 
are certainly entitled to something like reasonable compensation 
for their services; for, very generally, they bring to the discharge 
of their professional duties first-class abilities, zeal and industry. 
In contrast with the beggarly forty dollars charged for a course of 
lectures in the medical schools, it must be stated that the Dental 
College, in this same city, charges one hundred dollars. It is to 
be hoped no one will argue from these figures that dentistry, in 
any sense, stands to the profession of medicine in the ratio of one 
hundred to forty! Even an irregular establishment here, charges 
fifty per cent. more than the regular schools do. All this is wrong. 
Asa matter of business policy, it isa mistake; for our colleges 
here, may as well have fair prices for their tuition as such ridicu- 
lously inadequate figures. Indeed, such a glaring disproportion 
between our charges here and those in the Eastern cities, must 
often be taken for an acknowledgment of corresponding inferiority. 
Any such inference I protest against; for, at the present day, the 
advantages offered by Cincinnati, as a school of medicine, are 
hardly inferior to those of any city in the country. In the par- 
ticular of clinical teaching especially, great advances have been 
made within the last few years. And the different important spe- 
cialties are now thoroughly taught here, instead of being superfi- 
cially treated in connexion with some general subject, as was for- 
merly the case. Certain of these subjects are taught in the Spring 
courses, (now held regularly in all of the schools,) the regular 
Winter course not affording the necessary time. Another highly 
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important aid to thorough teaching, which is in vogue, is the sys- 
tem of “‘ quiz classes,” or private examinations, by which the sub- 
stance of the lecture is repeated, obscure points exemplified, etc. ; 
and thus the subjects of study are more thoroughly impressed on 
the minds of students. 

The principal field for clinical study, is the new Cincinnati Hos- 
pital, completed a couple a years ago, at a cost of over three quar- 
ters of a million of dollars. This magnificent structure, consisting 
of six separate pavilions of three stories, with the central block or 
administrative buildings, and the kitchens, laundry, ete., is ar- 
ranged in the form of a hollow square. The main building fronts 
on twelfth street ; the kitchen and other offices, constituting the 
rear, extend on Ann street. The pavilions on the west side, look 
out on Central avenue, while those on the east, front on the canal. 
The establishment, thus occupying an entire block to itself, is very 
favorably situated as regards air and light. The plan upon which 
it is constructed embodies the most recent improvements in venti- 
lation and heating. The former being accomplished by a system 
of flues, registers and air ducts, which communicate withthe 
smokestack in the rear, through which the exhausted or foul air 
is discharged. The heating is by means of coils of steam pipe, 
supplied from boilers in the rear. ‘he capacity of the building is 
between five and six hundred beds. And the lecture and operation 
theatre will seat six hundred students. Two lectures are delivered 
in the hospital each week day. Besides medicine and surgery, 
the subjects of gynecology, diseases of children, ophthalmology and 
pathology are taught in these lectures. And the students, in 
small numbers at a time, are allowed to observe cases of labor at 
the bedside, under the instruction of one of the obstetricians. In 
like manner, the pathologists afford the class apportunities of see- 
ing post mortem examinations made. Thus, it will be seen the 
clinical advantages here are very ample—indeed more so than in 
any hospital in the country. But, in addition, each of the schools 
has a dispensary attached to it, which affords for study a class of 
cases differing from those requiring hospital treatment, and so 
giving a wider variety to the clinical material. In addition to the 
city hospital. first mentioned, there are, also, the ‘‘ Hospital of the 
Good Samaritan,” and “St. Mary’s” Hospital, both under the 
control of the Sisters of Charity, and a small one belonging to 
the Hebrews. At the Good Samaritan, clinical lectures are also 
given twice a week. 

One thing Cincinnatians are becoming very proud of, is the 
Public Library, which is fast attaining larger proportions, and the 
magnificent new building for which is approaching completion. 
Here is a separate medical department, which, of course, is a great 
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advantage to the profession. And it promises to become more 
and more so, under a liberal law lately enacted, which appropriates 
the proceeds of the sale of the hospital tickets to its maintainance 
and increase. On the tables of its reading room are now to be 
found nearly all the medical periodicals in the English language, 
with the chief of the French and German journals. We hope to 
see the GEorGIA MEDICAL COMPANION among them in the future. 
At some future time I hope to be able to contribute to your jour- 
nal something of more professional interest than this gossipy and 
unintentionally long letter. 





TREATMENT OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS WITH CALA- 
BAR BEAN AND CHLORAL HYDRAT. 


BY C. B. GALLAWAY, M. D., OF CANTON, MISS. 


On the 3d of March last, I was called to see Jno. Carter, (Col- 
ored) age 28 or 80 years. At the first glance, it was apparent 
that he was suffering from Tetanus; all the symptoms being 
well marked. On inquiry, I ascertained that ten days previous, 
he had stuck a nail in his foot—examining the wound, I found no 
unusual heat or swelling, and the wound apparently, almost well. 
His muscles were all, more or less, rigid, the abdominal muscles, 
especially, were to the touch as hard as a board. ‘The slightest 
effort to change his position, would produce tetanic contractions. 
As the bowels were constipated, I gave him hydrag. cholo. mite, 
grs. x.; podophillin, grs. j., at a dose, ordered pulv. calabar bean, 
grs. ii., every two hours, forbade all visitors, and had him kept 
quiet. Saw him again in the evening—found his bowels had 
acted well. His condition in every other respect, about the same 
—directed the calabar bean continued every two hours, and 20 
grs. chloral hydrat to be given at bed time, and if he did not sleep, 
to repeat the dose in two hours. 

4th. Had spent a comfortable night—his muscles were not so 
rigid, and swallowed without difficulty, pulse 90. Gave him chlo- 
ral, 10 grs., and directed it repeated every six hours, and the cal- 
abar bean continued every two hours. 

5th. Found him much improved, no muscular contractions ex- 
cept when he attempted to change his position, and then only 
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slight—pulse 85. Directed the calabar to be given every four 
hours, and the chloral, as before, every six. 

6th. He was so much improved that I did not think it necessary 
to visit him again. Directed him to continue the bean every six 
hours, a day or two, and take the chloral at night. 

8th. Was called again to see him, and to my great astonish- 
ment, found him in the same condition, in which I first saw him, 
on the 3d, if anything, the spasms were more frequent—pulse 100, 
bowels regular. I directed the calabar bean to be given every 
two hours, and the chloral, at night, to be repeated every two 
hours, until he slept. 

9th. Found such a marked abatement in his’symptoms, and his 
spasms so slight, that I directed the medicine given at longer in- 
tervals. This treatment was continued until the 5th, increasing 
the interval a little every day. His nourishment was milk and 
beef tea. He was now so much improved that he could sit up. It 
is worthy of remark, that his bowels continued to act well after 
I gave him the chloral and podophillin: I have recently seen 
calabar recommended for constipated bowels, The question may 
arise, in the mind of the reader, may not recovery, in this case, 
be attributed to the chloral. I am free to say, my reliance was 
upon the calabar bean, and that I used the chloral more for its 
hypnotic effect than for any healing property it may possess. 

Since writing the above, I have recieved the October number 
(1871) of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences. On 
page 560 you will find the following, which is to the point: 

“Of the ten cases, treated exclusively by chloral, seven were 
instances of traumatic tetanus, and only one of these recovered ; 
two cases of idiopathic tetanus were thus treated, of these re- 
covered, as, also, did a case of the disease occuring fifteen days 
after childbirth. My experience thus far, has led me, therefore, 
to conclude, that I was hardly justified in trusting to the chloral 
alone, in the treatment of severe cases of this disease; as a hyp- 
notic it seemed invaluable, but we must, if possible, do something 
more than put our patients to sleep in the management of bad 
cases of tetanus, and although calabar bean possesses an influence 
infinitely short of being a specific in this disease, nevertheless the 
extract of physostigma, if judiciously employed, has, I think, a 
salutary influence over some cases of tetanus.” 











The Georgia Medical Companion. 
CASE OF CHRONIC NASAL CATARRH. 


—_——. 


Dr. Norton Folsom, Physician to the New York Dispensary, 
writes to the Medical Gazette: 

“ The following case is reported mainly for the purpose of call- 
ing attention to the convenience of the apparatus employed in 
treatment. 

Mr. B——, et. 35, a fine singer, free, so far as known, from 
any constitutional taint, had suffered for over a year from an of- 
fensive purulent discharge from’the nose, which frequently formed 
crusts as large as the thumb, so hard and so closely adherent as 
to be disengaged with considerable difficulty. The voice was so 
much affected that singing had been almost entirely relinquished, 
and the foetor of the discharge interfered with his social relations. 

Rhinoscopic and anterior nasal examination showed the mucous 
membrane generally engorged, eroded in patches, covered with 
viscid muco-purulent secretion, and the lower and posterior part 
of the vomer entirely gone. 

The nasal douche had previously been tried without benefit, but 
its use was resumed with a solution of permanganate of potassa, 
together with the application of spray of alum and of tanno-glyce- 
rine. After a few weeks, the only material improvement being 
the diminution of foetor, the following line of treatment (mainly 
that lately recommended by Drs. Sass and Lincoln, at the Med. 
Lib. and Jour. Assoc.) was adopted. The whole nasal cavity be- 
ing strongly illuminated with the concave mirror, with the use of 
the rhinoscopic mirror behind, and with a nasal speculum, con- 
trived for the purpose, in front, the cavity was entirely freed from 
crusts and secretion by forceps and probes, and by the patient’s 
own efforts with a basin of water. A solution of nitrate of silver 
(gr. 40-60 ad unc.) was then applied in the form of spray, from 
front and rear, to every part of the cavity, and the thoroughness 
of its action verified by examination. This was repeated at inter- 
vals of a few days for about ten weeks, the improvement being 
constant, and after an interval of a month, during which he grew 
worse, it was resumed for six weeks, when it was entirely aban- 
doned, after about twenty applications in all, there being no offen- 
sive discharge, no formation of crusts, and the mucous membrane 
presenting a healthy pink appearance throughout. The voice was 
entirely restored. There has been no relapse during the year 
which has ensued. 

The spray was.applied with the ordinary hand-ball apparatus, 
the fluid being contained in a test-tube held in the hand, and the 
issue of the spray being instantly and completely controlled by the 
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thumb compressing the rubber tube where it joins the atomizer. 
For the posterior nares the upward-jet atomizer was used, a small 
piece of hard rubber being fitted to the tube just in front of the 
orifice, projecting upward about % inch, forming a palate-hook. 

The addition of a few drops of eau de Cologne to the spray so- 
lution rendered it less disagreeable, and the after-taste was sensi- 
bly diminished by gargling with salt and water. The nostrils and 
upper lip were protected with an unguent. 

The nasal speculum contrived for the exigencies of this case is 
made by coiling a piece of German silver wire at its middle, (as 
in an ordinary eyelid retractor), so that the ends tend to spring 
apart; the extremities being then bent nearly at a right angle, 
are curled up into blades about 1} inches long and 2 inch wide, 
which flare apart a little at the tips, which are to be introduced 
into the nostril. The degree of expansion is limited by a screw. 
The whole instrument is gilded. It is made by Messrs. Tiemann 
& Co. A useful addition is a piece of flexible wire attached to 
the ring of the instrument, which can be made to rest on the lip 
or cheek of the patient, and tilt or prop the nostril up horizontally. 
This leaves both hands free for manipulation, while the light is 
thrown in from the mirror on the forehead. In this way nearly 
every part of the naso-pharyngeal cavity can be reached, and ac- 
cumulations, even upon the posterior wall of the pharynx be de- 
tached through the anterior nares.—Med. and Sur. Reperter. 


A Remepy ror Hamoptysis.—Dr. Holden, of Newark, N. J., 
thus describes a method of treating Hemoptysis, which has been 
successful in has practice : 

‘“‘T would like to call the attention of the profession to a method 
of treatment of hemoptysis, which, while most simple and effica- 
cious, I have not seen described by any, viz: the throwing of the 
atomized vapor of a saturated solution of gallic acid directly into 
the mouth and throat. I have repeatedly found the most gratify- 
ing success follow at once, even in cases of profuse hemorrhage. 
Unlike other styptics thus administered, it quiets the spasmodic 
cough, which seems the direct result of the presence of the blood, 
requires but a moment to prepare, and, aside from its efficacy, it 
inspires immediately the confidence of the patient. For about two 
years, I have adopted this method, and have been surprised that 
no simiiar experience has found its way into the medical journals. 
My habit has been to have an atomizer and bottle of gallic acid 
always at hand, and when summoned hastily, to mix the acid in a 
tumbler of-cold water, and use even without waiting for the ex- 
cess of acid to subside. It has proved successful in several cases 
where the blood was streaming from the mouth with every expira- 
tion.”—New York Medical Record. 














PART II. 
Abridged € xtracts and Gleanings from our Exchanges 


MULTUM IN PARTO. 


Hemorruoips.—Dr. John H. Packard, of Philadelphia, in an 
article on the above disease, says: ‘¢ That one of the greatest con- 
veniences in the examination of the rectum or any of the orifices 
of the body, is the forehead mirror used by the laryngocopist. It 
obviates the annoyance of the surgeon having to dodge the shadow 
of his own head. While his hands are left free, he can, by changes 
of his head, throw the light just where he wants it, notwithstand- 
ing the movements of the patient; can be used at night or in a 
dark room. 

Various kinds of speculums are mentioned, the surgeon using 
that which pleases him best. In the male subject the disease may 
be brought completely into view by straining over warm water so 
as to protrude it; in the female, by the simple plan now to be 
mentioned: by passing the finger into the vagina, and then turn- 
ing it backward so as to hook it over the upper edge of the spinc- 
ter ani, the rectal mucous membrane may be pushed down and 
everted so as to expose it for one or two inches. This idea is one 
of Dr. Storer’s, of Boston. Advantage may sometimes be gained 
by the use of both fore-fingers, left in the anus and the right in 
the vagina, in estimating the actual bulk and extent of the hem- 
orrhagial tumors, etc. In the male we must, of course, be satis- 
fied with the introduction of the finger into the rectum, which 
ought, in my opinion, always to be done in addition to the other 
investigating methods. Among the causes of hemorrhoids, too 
little stress has been laid upon hereditary title. 


Symptoms.—Another point which ought to have attracted more 
attention is the amount of sympathetic uterine symptoms which 
may be developed hemorrhoids. Great distress may be induced 
by the grasping of piles by the spincter, although there is no pro- 
trusion whatever‘ This symptom is much less troublesome in 
cases where the spincter has become lax, and prolapsus ani is of 
41 
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constant occurrence; hence it is a feature of the earlier and more 
manageable stage of the complaint. 

Treatment.—In some cases, as in pregnant women, the trouble 
is due to a temporary cause, and will be relieved by its cessation. 
In others the rectal lession has lasted so long, and has become so 
aggravated, with relaxation of the parts, that, especially in per- 
sons past the middle age, it is better to resort to palliative meas- 
ures only. In other cases, again, and above all, where a strong 
hereditary tendency exists, a radical and most palpable cure can 
be effected by judicious surgery. 

One principle should govern us in all the palliative measures 
adopted in any case of piles, namely, to prevent straining. This 
may be carried out in various ways. Besides proper and nutri- 
tious food, there are four points to be attended to. By means of 
medicine we keep the bowels easily moved; sulphur with molasses 
or small doses of epsom salts, ete., ete., will do this. The second 
measure is mechanical; an opening about five inches wide by 
fourteen long, is made in a board, to place over the privy-seat, 
which allows the nates to bulge down too much, this will, in a 
great degree, prevent the protrusion of the relaxed rectum. The 
third is the use of astringent suppositories, to be used after each 
stool. The fourth measure is the employment of a hemispherical 
block. of ivory or vulcanized rubber, about as large as half a bil- 
liard-ball, attached to a spring of properly adjusted strength, and 
this fastened to a belt. When in place it supports the parts, and 
prevents the descent in walking. 

Operative Measwres.—Internal piles may almost always he 
safely and effectually removed by ligation, and external by the 
knife or scissors. The cases which give the most trouble are those 
in which the two forms are combined.—V. Y. Jed. Journal. 


SPERMATORRUGA.—Dr. R. M. Jones recommend belladonna in 
eases of this description where there is a loss of tone and an irrit- 
uble state of the generative organs.—WMed. Record. 


Chloral is coming into use for this disease.—Jlbid. 


Curonic Drarru@a.—Dr. E. L. Shurley, of Manistee, Michi- 
gan, has had good success in the use of the compound solution of 
iodine (Lugol’s). He gives five drops in half a tumblerful of wa- 
ter, four times daily.— Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

The external application of iodine, applied with sweet oil, has 
seemed to have a marked effect in many cases of chronic diarrhea 
that had for a long time resisted internal treatment.— Western 


Medical Advance. 
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ARSENIATE OF STRYCHNIA, AN ANTIDOTE TO THE POISON oF 
Snakes.—Dr. Louis Landsyweert, (Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Journal,) says: “I am enabled to offer for your consideration a 
new therapeutic agent (arseniate of Strychnia), as an antidote to 
the bite of the rattlesnake. I make no pretensions to any won- 
derful discovery in medical science; but having, in the carrying 
out of the ideas I have long entertained upon this subject, through 
a protracted series of experiments, become possessed of certain 
important facts, I consider it a duty I owe to myself and your hon- 
orable body to make known the results. 

We find reported in Braithwaite (xxviii. p. 423(, that five cases 
of snake-bite occurring in the island of St. Lucia, were success- 
fully treated by Mr. Ireland, by the use of grain-doses of arsenious 
acid, in the form of Fowler’s solution, given every half-hour until 
the patient began to revive. The number of doses varied from 
six to eight, which always produced copious vomiting and purging 
—results of the highest importance to the treatment. 

In order to obtain a more readily soluble substance than arseni- 
ous acid, I made the following preparation, as an arseniate of 
strychnia: Dissolve thirty grains of pure strychnia in four ounces 
of distilled water, containing seventy-five grains of arsenic acid, 
and evaporate the solution until crystallization takes place, drain- 
ing the crystals, and reserving the liquid, with the addition of 
eight ounces of alcohol, for external application. For internal 
use, one grain of this arseniate of strychnia was mixed with ten 
grains of sugar and twenty-five grains of turmeric, and divided 
into twelve powders—one powder administered dry, or mixed with 
a table-spoonful or two of wine or brandy, at the time of the bite; 
the same to be repeated every fifteen or twenty minutes after the 
first dose, in cases of the recurrence of the swelling, accompanied 
with pain and throbbing, the dose may be repeated in an hour. 
Not only in my own case, but in four others in this city, has this 
preparation proved in the highest degree efficacious. In order to 
effect a cure, in one case only have 1 administered more than six 
powders in twenty-four hours. 


A New Srypric.—Collodion, 100 parts ; carbolic acid, 10 parts; 
tannin (Pelouse’s), 6 parts; benzoic acid (from gum), 5 parts. Mix 
the ingredients in the order above written, and agitate until per- 
fect solution 1s effected. This preparation has a brown color, and 
leaves on evaporation, a strongly adherent pellicle. It instantly 
coagulates blood, forming a consistent clot, and a wound rapidly 
cicatrizes under its protection.—Carlo Parvesi.—American Jour- 
nal of Dental Science. 
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Dr. West oN CuoreA.—In the Lancet of June 10th we find an 
abstract of Dr. West’s recent lectures on disorders of the nervous 
system in childhood, from which we quote the following remarks: 

There are two forms of chorea over which mental and moral 
culture have a most salutary influence. In two classes of cases it 
is inapplicable—those of partial chorea, and those in which move- 
ments are very violent. In the latter cases splints on the legs and 
arms, and swathing the body completely in a soft bandage, will 
often, by restraining the movements, greatly diminish the result- 
ing fatigue. But between these two there is a large intermediate 
class, over which moral culture and regulated movements exercise 
a remarkable influence. A great drawback to success is the diffi- 
culty of arousing the will to activity. Hence gymnastics are of 
service in proportion to age, and are more useful when practised 
in a class, than when carried on alone. Music, or a simple chant, 
in time with which the movements can be made, helps to fix the 
attention and expedite the cure. Of “‘specific’’ remedies Dr. 
West has been able to find none which seemed to him to possess 
such a character. The whole class of antispasmodics—henbane, 
belladonna, conium, chloral, bromide of potassium—had no other 
effect than to cause sleep. ‘T'artar-emetic in large doses seemed of 
considerable service in some severe cases with dry skin. Strych- 
nine had not seemed to him to merit the high enconiums Trous- 
seau passed upon it, and its use is not free from danger. The 
only remedy really useful, and that only in exceptional cases, is 
the sulphate of zine, given in increasing doses from one to twenty 
grains. It had effected considerable good in some cases in which 
other remedies had failed, and in which there was no distinct in- 
dication for the use of this or that remedy.— ew York Med. Jour. 


InFanTILE HyprocepnaLus.—Dr. Hugh Carmichael has writ- 
ten a pamphlet on this subject. His object is to show that the 
disease has too often been improperly treated, from the too preva- 
lent idea that it depends on inflammation. This idea he forcibly 
combats, holding that it is far more often due simply to irritation, 
and will yield to calmatives judieiously administered. He relates 
cases 1n which children apparently moribund have recovered under 
calmatives, such as digitalis, cherry-laurel, etc. In some cases he 
has employed opium.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Dr. E. AnpreEws, of Chicago, recently cured a varicose ulcer 
of fifteen years’ standing, by injecting into the veins the tincture 
of the chloride of iron. He afterward dressed the ulcer with car- 
bolated cerate—carbolic acid, grs. xviii to adipis, oz. i. 
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TREATMENT OF VESICO-VAGINAL FistuLa.—Dr. G. Torres, of 
Turin, reports, in the Gaceta Med. de Granada, a case of cure of 
vesico-vaginal fistula by the postural treatment suggested by Gi- 
ordano, which consists in placing the patient in a position that 
shall prevent an accumulation of urine in that part of the bladder 
in which the fistula is seated. This position is, for the majority 
of cases, a horizontal one with the external plane of the body. 
Dr. Torres cites a case in which a single cauterization with nitrate 
of silver, followed by the posture above alluded to, produced the 
closure of a fistula of one centimetre in extent. Prof. Giordano 
asserts that the posture alone will at times suffice to bring about a 
closure of vesico-vaginal fistulas. The case alluded to by Dr. 
Torres had existed only for about six weeks, and the recent date 
was doubtless a very favorable condition for the cure.—WMew York 
Med. Journal. 





















Tue Bromipes IN Epiiepsy.—Dr. Lutz, in the Berliner Kli- 
nische Wochenschrift, 1871, No. 18, states that he has employed 
the bromide of potassium in ten cases of epilepsy with good results. 
In three patients the attacks were entirely suspended for six 
months, in the remainder they occurred in much greater intervals, 
Lutz began with 1-3 ers. pro die, and increased gradually up to 
10-20 grs. daily. The author found especially good results from 
the combination of bromide of potassium with the bromide of am- 
monium. This seems to him a fresh proof that the bromide is the 
active principle. Also in nervous headache the bromide did good 
service. Qne case of enuresis nocturna was promptly cured. 





Dr. F. G. WiiutaMs, Watertown, Wisconsin, recommends the 
following in the summer complaint of children: 
R.—Syr. Rhei, : ‘ : ° grs. xl. 
Potass. Brom., .. ‘ . - hoa 
M. §. gtt. x to xx every one, two or three hours. 


If there is much pain or restlessness he adds the sulphate of 
morphia.—Chicago Medical Examiner. 





To PRESERVE ANATOMICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS.— 
The simplest means of preserving anatomical and pathological 
preparations, is the use of the following solution: 

Saturated solution of alum, 100 grammes; saltpetre, 2 grammes. 

The article to be preserved is immersed in the solution, when it 
becomes decolorized ; but in a few days the color returns, when it 
is taken out of the solution, and kept in a saturated solution of 
alum and water only.—American Journal of Pharmacy. 
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Ick IN THE Rectum FoR RETENTION or Urine. ~Dr. Cazenave, 
of Bordeaux, (Journal de Med. et de Chir., May, 1871,) says that 
during twenty years, the following simple expedient has never 
failed in giving relief in retention of urine. He introduces into 
the rectum a piece of ice, of the form of an elongated oval, and 
about the size of a chestnut, which he pushes up beyond the 
sphincters, and renews every two hours. Almost always, in an 
hour and a half or two hours at longest, urethral spasm ceases, a 
certain quantity of urine is passed, and the bladder is emptied 
without effort by the patient. If in rare and exceptional cases 
this does not take place, he again introduces pieces of ice into the 
rectum, and also places broken ice from the anus up to the end of 
the penis, until the urine flows, which it enfallibly does. When 
there is difficulty in making water, occasioned by prostatic hyper- 
trophy, the goods effects of the ice are rather longer in coming on, 
but almost always are produced. In short, in these circumstances 
(strictures and prostatic hypertrophies), the sedative effects are so 
well marked, thanks to the effects of the ice, that the introduction 
of bougies and sounds into the bladder and urethra is always ren- 
dered easy to practised surgeons, and hardly any pain is felt. In 
our Chronicle for May we mentioned Dr. Baillie’s statement, that 
ice per rectum was invaluable in the narcosis of chloroform. We 
have now to add that the same mode of using the same agent has 
been reported on for retention.—Med. and Surg. Ltep. 



























TREATMENT OF EnnarceD Tonsits By INJEcTION oF JopinE.— 
Dr. Rumbold, of St. Louis, Missouri, (Medical Archives) has 
treated successfully a number of cases of enlarged tonsils, by in- 
Yecting the glands, by means of a hypodermic syringe, with a so- 
lution of iodine—iodine, gr. ij.; potass. icd., ser. ij.; aque, oz. j. 
Generally, a slight inflammation followed the injection, but soon 
subsided. From twelve to seventeen injections—ordinarily two a 
week—were sufficient to reduce the gland to its normal condition. 
The advantage claimed for this mode of treatment was, saving the 
substance and function (?) of the gland.—Cineinnati Laneet and 


Observer. 


















VERATRUM VIRIDE IN PuERPERAL ConvuLsions.—D. Colvin, 
M. D., writes from Clyde, N. Y., January, 1871, to the editor of 
the Medical Record, as follows : 

Str. In reading the proceeding of the New York Pathological 
Society, I was much pleased to see that the use of the veratrum 
viride in puerperal convulsions was meeting with much favor. For 
the past five years I have used it in many cases with better results 
than from any other course which I had heretofore. 
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But a few weeks ago I used it (not in such doses as were re- 
ported by Dr. Eearn to have been given by a homeopathist) in a 
case of eclampsia, where the consulting physician and myself could 
distinctly count the pulsations at one hundred and seventy per 
minute, and where no ameliorations of symptoms could be obtained 
with the use of chloroform and the other ordinary remedies in use 
for this grave malady. I gave Squibb’s Fluid Extract, beginning 
with five drops, and increasing the dose one drop once in two 
hours until a decided impression was made upon the heart’s action. 
Seven drops, at that interval, were all that was required to sufli- 
ciently diminish the pulsations to bring about the desired result. 

I wish to say a word relative to the use of the same remedy in 
pneumonia. For eight years past I can truly say that, with the 
exception of an occasional Dover’s powder, I have quite exclu- 
sively relied upon the veratrum in the treatment of this disease. 

Within the past year I have substituted the chloral hydrate for 
the Dover’s powder, and find it answers a better purpose. 


TlypRATE OF CuLorAL.—Dr. J. W. Reynolds, (Pacific Medical 
and Surgical Journal,) says: “I have been in the habit of pre- 
scribing this medicine dissolved in the syrup of orange-peel, as in 
the following formula : 
R.—Chloral hydratis, ‘ , ‘ dr. ij. 
Syr. cort. aurant., . ‘ i » ‘eb 

M. §. A tea-spoonful, in three or four table-spoonfuls water, 
every half-hour, till sleep is produced. 

I have never observed any decomposition to take place, when 
prepared in this way. In fact, I] have taken it myself for six 
weeks, from the same solution, having kept the bottle on my office- 
table, with nothing to protect it from the light, and nothing but a 
common cork to keep out the air. 

There are still three or four tea-spoonfuls left, of four ounces I 
dissolved in the syrup nine months ago, and the solution looks as 
pure now as it did the day I made it. It is certainly more palata- 
ble in this form than in any other way I have used it, and, it is as 
liable to decompose in solution with water as some writers seem to 
think, the syrup is greatly to be preferred in this respect, for I 
am satisfied that a genuine article of chloral, dissolved in syrup of 
orange-peel, will not decompose in any reasonable length of time. 


Loca, Anxstuesta.—Dr. ©. D. Hadway, of Jerseyville, Ill. 
recommends carbolic acid for this purpose. He uses the crystal 
in a state of deliquescence, full strength—Med. Archives. 
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Repuction oF DisLocations.—At the clinical society of Lon- 
don, Mr. Callender read a note on a plan of Reducing Old Dislo- 
cations at the shoulder. The method, illustrated by the history 
of a case, consisted in raising the elbow of the dislocated limb 
across the chest nearly to the level of the interclavicular notch, 
forcing the raised arm outward, rotating the arm in so doing, and 
lastly, whilst still rotating, somewhat depressing it. Practically, 
this plan of manipulation avoided all risk of injuring the great 
vessels in the axilla, as all pressure upon them was done away 
with. 


Uramic Diarrn@a.—Dr. J. M. Fothergill remarks (British 
Medical Journal, Nov. 20 1869), “In congestion of the kidneys, 
the flow through the convolute capillaries is impeded, and the ex- 
cretory action of the kidneys is thus lost, and the blood becomes 
laden with effete products and water; thus altered in its physical 
properties, it flows sluggishly and stagnates in the capillaries, in- 
cluding those of the intestinal canal ; spontaneous catharsis comes 
on, and the balance of the circulation is restored. In chronic 
renal disease, this becomes more necessary, and is frequently 
manifested. The inefficient action of the renal secreting cells, to- 
gether with diluted, constricted, or thickened capillaries, produce 
frequently an impeded circulation; congestion and further im- 
peded flow follows; the depurative action of the kidneys, for the 
time being, is held in abeyance; and blood-poisoning ensues.”’ 

Diarrhcea, therefore, in these renal conditions, Dr. F. considers 
to be of greatest service, freeing the blood from its retained effete 
prodcuts. 

‘* Whenever, then, diarrhoea occurrs in a person,” he says, 
“presenting the appearances of renal diseases, and more especially 
if there be albuminuria, or the symptoms of any renal congestion, 
it may be desirable to hesitate about arresting the alvine flux un- 
til some other channel be patent. From the known intolerance of 
opium in renal disease, preparations of the solanacezx should be 
administered where the suffering is great. The skin should be im- 
mediately acted upon by the hot air bath, or otherwise; hot poul- 
tiecs, sprinkled with mustard, should be applied across the loins 
when the bath is over. Nutritive support should be given; anda 
mild diuretic of digitalis, and citrate of potassa in infusion of 
buchu or calumba, may be administered as soon as the kidneys 
are somewhat relieved. If alittle flux remain, a few grains of pow- 
dered cassia or cinnamon may be prescribed, and the more power- 
ful astringents should only be administered when the danger to 
life is imminent; and, of these, a mixture of sulphuric acid and 
infusion of logwood, is perhaps the least objectionable. But as- 
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stringents should be used warily and cautiously ; absorbed into 
the blood, they astringe and arrest the activity of the bowels, but, 
at the same time, check and impede the action of the renal secre- 
ting cells, whose restored and renovated activity it is of the utmost 
importance to keep up. The action of the skin must be fostered, 
and the patient carefully protected from atmospheric changes, to 
which these sufferers are very sensitive ; and, as soon as conven- 
ient, the patient must be given steel, and the other adjuncts to 
nutrition. In the first mild case which occurs, I shall feel inclined 
to try a combination of nitrate of potassa, nitric ether, and per- 
nitrete of iron. Whichever plan be adopted, it is desirable, while 
affording the maximum amount of benefit, to eliminate, as far as 
possible, the elements of danger.”—Am. Jour. of Med. Scienecs. 


Sarge Anastuests.—Dr. J. Petrie, of Liverpool, writes to the 
British Medical Journal: ‘I was among the first in this country, 
who put in use ether as an anesthetic, after receiving intelligence 
of its successful employment in Boston, United States. I was 
then actively engaged as honorary surgeon in the Southern Hos- 
pital here ; and I, along with my colleagues, continued the use of 
it, as well as of chloroform, in every operation for many years, 
without a single death having occurred to us from these anesthetic 
agents. Indeed, up to this time, I have never witnessed a death 
from the inhaling of ether or chloroform, either in my private or 
hospital practice, although I have used them freely whenever 
called upon to doso. My object in this communication is merely, | 
at present, to refer to the following passage in your article: ‘Is 
it true that out of all the enormous number of cases in which it 
(chloroform) has been administered to lying-in women, it has never 
produced any fatal accident? If so, what is the explanation of 
such a fact?” In a number of the Medical Times and Gazette of 
1860, you will find a short letter of mine ‘On the Prevention of 
Accidents from the Inhalation of Chloroform.” 

Seeing the fact on record at the time I wrote, that seventy thou- 
sand parturient women had had chloroform during their labor with- 
out one death occurring among them, I felt it quite confirmatory 
of the opinion which I had for some time previously held, and which 
I still hold, that the position of the patient in the bed, or on the 
Operating table, has everything to do with the immunity from 
danger in the former case, and with the constantly recurring fa- 
tality in the latter. In parturition, as a rule, the woman is placed 
on her left side, and she inhales the chloroform, with an unmeas- 
ured ingress of air, into the lungs, with little or no chance of its 
being interrupted in any way. ‘The patient undergoing an opera- 
tion is almost always placed horizontally on his back, on the opera- 





602 The Georgia Medical Companicn. 


ting table, and inhalations of the chloroform is usually affected by 
placing a piece of lint, or the corner of a towel sprinkled with chlo- 
roform, over the nose and mouth, the apparatus being occasionally 
lifted to admit air. When the patient is thus rendered insensible, 
the towel or lint is removed, and respiration may go on, but it not 
unfrequently happens that the tongue, by its weight, falls back, 
and the epiglottis at its base covers the larynx, and will totally 
prevent inspiration; so that, under this condition, with the air- 
passages filled with the vapor of chloroform, in two or three min- 
utes the patient would inevitably die suffocated, or in an absolute 
state of apnoea.—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Trismus Nascentium.—Dr. T. L. Papin (Humboldt Medical 
Archives) treated a case thus: 

R.—Chloroform, ‘ m xij. 
Sp. wth. sulph., ‘ m xv. 
Sodze bicarb., gr. xij. 
Syrup zingiber, ‘ 
Aq. flor. aurant., : . aa. dr. iv. 

M.—S.—A teaspoonful p. r. n. to allay spasmodic action and 
secure rest and quiet. 

The paroxysms after a while recurring, he resorted to the local 
application of chloroform to the spine, a small strip of cotton eloth 
wetted and applied to the entire length. ‘This application, alter- 
nated with emollients when vesication occurred, occasional inhala- 
tions and mild purgatives was continued fifteen days, when the 
cure was complete. 

Dr. Boiliniere cured a similar case, several years since, adminis- 
ing the chloroform by enema. 


For Cutaneous Erystpnas and glandular affections Dr. J. W. 
Curran, in the Medical Press and Circular, recommends the fol- 
lowing ointment spread on lint: 

R.—Ammonii Iodidii, dr. ss. 
Cerat. Simp., ‘ . : , oe 4 

The iodide of ammonium is also administered internaily for 

similar diseases. 


SULPHOCARBOLATE OF ZInc IN OroRRN«A.—At a recent con- 
gress of German surgeons in Prague, Dr. Zaufal said that he had 
used solution of the sulphocarbolate of zine in fourteen cases of 
oturrheea, with satisfactory results. The strength of the solution 
was one or two grains to the ounce.—Jfed. and Sur. Reporter 
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STRUCTURE OF THE GLANDS OF THE Stomacu.—Prof. Heiden- 
haim bas been recently making investigations on the structure of 
the gastric and peptic glands. The mucous membrane of the 
stomach of dogs was hardened in alcohol, then stained with car- 
mine or aniline-blue, and examined with moderate microscopic 
powers. The glands are arranged singly like palisades, or in 
groups like the fingers of a glove, in close proximity to one an- 
other, and the orifice, neck and body in each can be distinguished. 
The orifice in the grouped glands resembles the hard part of the 
glove, several glands opening into it, just as the fingers of the 
glove open into the wider hand part. This is lined by columnar 
epithelium, The neck or narrow portion of each tube is lined by 
roundish colored cells. The body is lined by two kinds of cells, 
one external or marginal, round, and colored, the other, small, in- 
ternal, and uncolored, though their nuclei sometimes become tinted. 
The former, Prof. Heidenhaim calls investing-cells, (belegzellen,) 
the smaller uncolored ones, he names chief-cells (hauptzellen). The 
former probably represent the peptic cells of writers. The lumen 
of the glands is occupied by granular dark material. He describes 
with full details the action of the various re-agents upon the two 
above mentioned forms of cells. He then gives the results of his 
researches on the glands during the digestion. They increase in 
size; the chief cells become swollen, and their contents are finely 
granular, showing that they have absorbed more than they have 
secreted. The investing cells are less altered. No division or 
multiplication of cells was observed.—V. Y. Medical Journal. 





Dr. RIcHTER uses in big warts, caustic potash repeatedly, or 
the crystalized carbolic acid, after the knife. Tannin, sulphuric 
acid, acetic acid, do not work so well.—Zeitschrift Parasiten- 
kunde. 














Oak-Bark WasH IN SuMAcH Potsonrina.—Dr. J. B. A. Risk, 
Morgan, Ky., writes (Cincinnat Medical Repertory): ‘In my ex- 
perience in the treatment of the erysipelatoid affection of the skin 
and subjacent tissue induced by any one of the family of the rhus, 
whether the radicares, toxicodendron, vermix, ete., nothing has 
been so satisfactory in its curative effects as the decoctio querri 
albze ; indeed I regard it as a specific; for if the parts diseased 
are bathed in the warm decoction sufficiently, the soothing effects, 
the speedy subsidence of the pain, and tumefaction and redness 
soon follow, announcing to the sufferer the sanative influence of 
this agent. The subsidence of the inflammation and the corruga- 
tion of the skin will not perhaps always take place at the first bath- 
ing, but, if followed up a few times, will be sure to occur, ending 
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in a permanent cure, without the use of constitutional remedies. 
In order to effect these results the parts diseased should be in con- 
tact with decoction, either by immersion or by application with a 
sponge for the space of thirty or forty minutes, or even longer, 
when there is much inflammation, and repeated every four hours.”’ 
—The Medical Cosmos. 


MOoNTERVERDI made some experiments with sulphate of quinine 
and says: 

1. It is a tonic in general, and especially to the uterus. 

2. Half hour after use it causes light and painless contractions, 
slowly increasing to actual labor-pains. 

3. For expulsion of the foetus and placenta, 85 centigrammes 
are sufficient. 

4, It is preferable to ergot, because it is not poisonous to the 
mother or child; the contractions are regular and it can be given 
in any stage. 

5. Itis useful in metrorrhagia, amenorrhoea and puerperal fe- 
vers. 

6. It is as good as a tonic in diseases of the digestive and geni- 
to-urinary organs. 

7. Pregnancy requires caution. 

8. The action can be neutralized by opium. 

9. Hysteria contra indicates its use.—La Nueva Liguria Med. 


A SIMPLE way for examing the throat is to make the patient 
yawn. In this way powder can be blown in the best.—Uuion 
Medical. 

Pror. CaTanr has cured 25 cases of diabetes mellitus. The 
diet was meat only, no milk or eggs, and 5 grammes of lactic acid 
in water daily. C. uses alkalies in acute rheumatism.— Weiner 


Med. Presse. 


ReEpDvcTION OF HeRNIA IN THE Erect Posture.—Dr. McGeachy, 
in the Canada Lancet, gives a case in which the patient was re- 
lieved by taxis in the erect posture, and adds the following re- 
marks : 

“1st. Obstinate constipation, or complete occlusion, may some 
times be caused by a partial incarceration of a portion of an in- 
testine, which neither digital examination nor any physical means 
can properly denomstrate. The extreme importance of a proper 
diagnosis in suspected cases need not be insisted on. This patient 
had taken for two or three days previous enormous does of salts, 
but without any effect; this I was not aware ofthe time. I had a 
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very interesting case of this kind sometime ago, which terminated 
on the fourth day in complete relief, by spontaneous reduction. 

‘2d. Is the erect posture the proper one, or only accidentally 
advantageous? Might I presume to offer a theory to my medical 
brethren, which, in the absence of any other that I am aware of, 
may be thought worthy of some consideration ? 

** I believe that the proper position, theoretically, for the redue- 
tian of a strangulated ingninal hernia, and in which alone the co- 
operation of dynamic agencies can be utilized, is the erect posture, 
with the flexure and adduction of the thigh. 

“The means to be used are obvious. If beforehand the colon 
be well evacuted, or as much so as possible, every rational pre- 
paratory condition will have been fulfilled. In the old positions, 
but one force is brought to bear—the pushing force used by the 
operator, if I may soterm it. By this method we have also a pull- 
ing force (vis a fronte), namely, the weight of a large portion of 
the bowl] striving to drag the remainder from its posture of impris- ° 
onment. Why not, then, invert the patient, and secure the action 
of this new force in a still greater degree? Simply this: The 
rythmic action of the diaphragm forbids the continual operation 
of this force, and should it have any effect, it often leaves matters 
in statu quo, during its contraction. Besides the force here would 
generally be acting at an angle, the ring being the fixed point. 

*« 3d. Many practical men prefer this method of reduction, with- 
out regard to theory.” —Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


TREATMENT OF GoNoRRH@A BY WaRM Water INJEcTIONS.— 
Dr. John O'Reilly (Am, Practitioner), in recommending warm wa- 
ter injections in the treatment of gonorrhoea, says, that the sub- 
joined conclusions may be drawn from his experience: Ist. That 
gonorrhea yields to local treatment, and even water injections. 
2d. That water injections or medicated lotions owe their efficiency 
to their frequent application. 3d. That the common small syringe 
should be done away with in treating this disease, and none used 
but those throwing a continuous stream. 4th. That large injec- 
tions, by fully distending the mucous membrane of the urethra, 
insure a speedier cure than those less copious.—Canada Lancet. 


Ricint CoLtoprion (CoLLODIUM cuM OL. Ricin1.—This prepara- 
tion, a mixture of collodion and castor-oil, is strongly recom- 
mended in cholera. The Archives Generales de Medicine, says, 
that thirty to forty grammes painted over the abdomen will arrest 
cholera in the algid stage. It stops the vomiting of cholerine and 
cholera, and provokes a sudoral crisis, in which the poison is elim- 
inated. 
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InreERNAL Hamorruorps TREATED WITHOUT OpERATION.—Du- 
ring the past year, Dr. Beckman has treated at the New York 
Dispensary eleven cases of internal hemorrhoids, all occuring in 
females, and all treated without operation. In every case, the 
only internal medication consisted in the employment of the fol- 
lowing formula : 

R.—-Pulv. Senne, Potass. Bitartrat., 
Pulv. Sulphuris, : aa. OZ. ij. 
Pulv. Zinziberis, . . , 04. SS. 

This preparation is designated in the Dispensary Pharmac: - 
peia, as Pulvis Senne Compositus. The dose, as employed by 
Dr. Beckman, was a teaspoonful of the powder in molasses, every 
morning. The local treatment consisted in the use of the follow- 
ing ointment : 

R.—Ext. Belladonne, 
Plumbi Acetatis, ‘ , » aa. dr. ii, 
Acid Tannic, : : i , 0%. SS. 
Ung. Adipis, q. s. et fiat unguentum. 

A small mass of the ointment to be introduced within the anuS 
thrice daily, after a thorough ablution of the parts with cold water: 
The duration of the treatment was quite various, bearing a direct 
ratio to the severity of the case, ranging from a week to about five 
weeks. As far as could be ascertained, recovery took place in 
every instance, and no case of relapse has thus far come to Dr. 
Beckman’s notice. A few of these patients suffered from hemor- 
rhage, but not to an excessive amount. Instead of the ointment 
above mentioned, Dr. Beckman uses, in private practice, supposi- 
tories made up of the same ingredients, with the exception that co- 
coa-butter is substituted for the simple ointment—cach supposi- 
tory containing two grains each of extract of belladonna and acet- 
ate of lead, with four grains of tannin. 


TREATMENT OF SUPPURATING GLANDS OF THE Neck.—Dr. Law- 
son Tait employs the following treatment: ‘“ It consists simply in 
tapping a gland as soon as it is ascertained to contain pus, and in 
continuring this treatment until the cavity no longer secrets. The 
means with which he effects this is the little instrument known as 
Dr. Alexander Wood’s morphia syringe. Only two precautions 
are necessary, and these are, never to introduce the needle twice at 
the same spot, and to introduce it very obliquely into the abscess, 
entering it at least half an inch from the margin of the tumor. 
As a rule, the direction must be from behind, forward: but occa- 
sionally it may be done from before, backward, or at right angles 
to this direction. He has had to persevere till he has made as 
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many as fifty punctures at intervals of from one to ten days before 
the treatment was successful; the success being constituted by 
the complete disappearance of the tumor without the skin ever 
breaking. The amount of satisfaction the patients express at be- 
ing saved the disfigurement of a gland-mark amply repays in 
thanks the great amount of trouble required.— British Med. Jour. 

In a note upon the above communications, in the following num- 
ber of the same journal, Dr. John Murray observes that, in his 
opinion, more attention should be shown by practitioners to the 
simple plan of drainage than is customary. In the case of a girl 
recently under his care with several enlarged cervical glands, one 
of which, as large as a chesnut, had already suppurated, Dr. Mur- 
ray passed at once two silk ligatures through the tumor, by means 
of a needle, and tied the free ends. The mother was directed to 
keep the openings patent by moving the ligatures a little twice or 
thrice a day. Ina week the tumor had much diminished, a con- 
siderable quantity of pus having been discharged. He then intro- 
duced, in place of the silk sutures, one of Prof. Lister’s catgut lig- 
atures, soaked in earbolic oil, which answered the purpose admira- 
bly. This was removed in three or four days. A fortnight after 
the first visit the abscess had ceased discharging, and the needle 
wounds had healed. The part was then painted with collodion. 
—Practitioner. 


Mrrcnen’s Process ror Removine ExternaL Tumors.—Wm. 
A. Bell, M. A., of London, gives an interesting account of the 
mode of operation for the removal of tumors practised by a French 
charlatan, for a knowledge of which Mr. Bell paid no less a sum 
than 25,000 francs, and which, having now obtained complete in- 
formation, he has very properly and liberally made public. The 
preparation used in all cases where the tumor can with safety be 
reached externally, is made in the following way: Asbestos, as 
soft and free from grit as possible, is reduced by rubbing between 
the hands to the finest possible fleecy powder. It is then mixed 
thoroughly with three times its own weight of strong sulphuric 
acid (S O, H O). A mass is thus formed which may be easily 
worked with a silver or gold spatula into any size or shape corres- 
ponding to the tumor to be destroyed. Any malignant growth of 
the breast which is detaehed and solitary, with the submaxillary 
glands unaffected, is suitable for treatment, whether open or not 
makes no differance. In the application of the caustic, the adjoin- 
ing healthy parts of the skin are carefully protected by applying 
a zone of collodion and pads of linen, and the patient is so placed 
that the surface of the tumor is perfectly level. The saturated 
acid asbestos is then laid on the surface to the thickness of half 
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an inch for a tumor of the size of a hen’s egg. Rapid destruction 
of the tissue follows, with, after the first half hour or so, but little 
pain. An oozing of clear watery fluid appears, which must be 
carefully sopped up. After twelve or fourteen hours’ action, the 
first application is to be removed, and a new portion of smaller 
size adapted to the sore. After this has been applied for twelve 
hours, the operation is complete, and the healing of the deep ex- 
cavation alone requires to be attended to, for the details of which 
we must refer our readers to Mr. Bell’s phamphlet. Mr. Bell does 
not pretend to say that this mode of operation will effect a perma- 
nent cure of cancerous cases, but he thinks that the plan presents 
various and considerable advantages over extirpation by the knife, 
as in producing much less shock to the system, in removing the 
tumor alone with but little of the surrounding breast, and in post- 
poning, in malignant cases, for a longer period the recurrence of 
the disease.—Detrott Review of Medicine and Pharmacy. 


THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF GELSEMINUM.—Gelseminum (or, as it 
is sometimes written, gelsemium) is of late attracting considerable 
attention. It is highly lauded by some practitioners as a nervous 
sedative, in cerebral congestion, mania, and a great variety of dis- 
turbances resulting from disorder of the nerve-centres. We know 
of one physician who regards it as invaluable in nervous or sick- 
headache; ten or fifteen drops of the tincture to be given three 
times daily. The physiological effects of the agent are very re- 
markable. Even moderate doses will sometimes produce a vecu- 
liar, heavy sensation in the forehead, with partial paralysis of the 
levator muscles of the eye-lid, so that it is difficult to keep the eye 
open. We have employed it frequently for a number of years, 
often with benefit, but certainly not with such happy results as 
some others ascribe to it. The following formula will be found 
valuable in hysterical and functional disturbances of the nervous 
system: 

R.—Tince. valerianne ammon., OZ. i. 
Tine. gelsemini, , ‘ : . ti 
M. Sig. <A teaspoonful p. r. n. 

Some of our druggists prepare an ammoniated “ elixir’’ of vale- 
rian, which is better than the officinal tincture, in being much less 
disagreeable.—Pacifie Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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PaantoM Tumor.-—Dr. J. 8S. Dorsey Cullen, of Richmond, Va., 
contributes to the Virginia Clinical Record, the following interest- 
ing case: 

‘The patient had, for four or five years, suffered greatly from 
distension of abdomen, pain in the ovarian region, great. nervous 
disturbance, constipation, and retention of urine. 

‘ Before entering the hospital in 1868, her symptoms simulated 
ovarian disease so much in the eyes of her medical attendants that 
the operation of ovariotomy was seriously contemplated, and was 
only postponed to gain her consent. 

‘““ It became evident on careful examination that the distention 
of the abdomen was not owing to the presence of an abdominal 
tumor, but was one of those phenomena seen so often in hysterical 
females. Its eccentric changes of form and dimension at different 
hours of the day, its tympanitic character, the absence of any 
well-defined body within its walls, its entire freedom from uterine 
attachment—these and many other spmptoms not necessary to 
eliminate in the discussion the question of uterine or ovarian 
disease. 

‘‘ Besides tense and distended abdomen, there were other and 
painful symptoms which pointed to uterine, vesical, and gastric 
causes. ‘There was constant nausea, with bloody and stercoraceous 
vomiting, intense pain over the stomach and between the scapule, 
with retention of uterine. Her nervous system with all of this 
was wrought to its highest pitch of excitement, so much so that 
the mind at times gave way under it, and she became almost de- 
mented. 

‘“‘ This condition of affairs went on for thirteen months or more, 
increasing in severity each day, until death by inanition and ex- 
haustion put an end to her misery. 

‘“‘The treatment had, whilst under the present medical officer, 
been directed to the relief of the gastric troubles, which seemed to 
stand out prominently as the chief cause of her suffering. To this 
end, bismuth, nitrate of silver, ice, cooling drinks, blisters, etc., 
Were perseveringly tried. Her urine was drawn off every two or 
three hours by the catheter, and her bowels relieved by enemas.. 
Concentrated and nutritious diet was given her, a little only of 
which could be retained. 

“ Autopsy showed the uterus and its appendages to be perfectly 
free of disease, and the abdominal cavity innocent of a tumor. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach was only slightly inflamed, 
and had no appearance of ulceration.” 


_Pruriao TREATED BY OINTMENT OF IoporoRM.—Prof. Tantur- 
tl, of Naples, has used the ointment of iodoform in obstinate pru- 
42 
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rigo. This compound, first brought prominently into notice by 
Bouchardt, is now emp!oyed extensively, not only for glandular 
enlargements, but also, owing to it anzesthetic properties, in skin 
diseases accompanied with intense pruritis ; its odor is much more 
agreeable than chloroform, resembling that of saffron. Moretin 
and Humbert recommend it for internal use as possessing all the 
advantages of iodine, of which it contains 90 per cent., without 
any of its inconvencies. It exercies upon the sphincters a local 
anesthetic effect so powerful that defecation is sometimes per- 
formed unconsciously after its use; it therefore forms an admira- 
ble suppository in cases of tenesmus, hemorrhoids, ete. Moutre’s 
formula: iodoform, powdered, gr. xx.; cocoa butter, dr. j., melt 
and mix for six suppositories. For frictions the ointment is used 
in the strength of dr. j. to the ounce of simple ointment. 


A Spgeepy Cure ror Rueumarism.—Dr. R. H. Boyd states 
that he cures inflammatory rheumatism in from three to seven 
days by the following method: He gives first a full emetic dose of 
ant. et potass. tart., and when this has operated, five drops of 
tinct. opii and five drops tinct. colchici every three or four hours, 
and a teaspoonful of a half-pint mixture, containing dr. iv. potass. 
acet. every hour. When the patient becomes very hungry, and is 
quite free from pain, having fasted several days, he allows two 
teaspoonfuls of milk or one oyster three times a day, increasing 
the quantity gradually each day.—Michigan University Medical 
Journal, May, 1871. 


Rep Inx.—Red ink, which, it is said, will{not lose its beautiful 
bright color after hundreds of years: 
R.——Best Cochineal Carmine, gr. iv. 
Liquor Ammonia, - - OZ. iij. 
Gum Acacia, - - - - gr. x. 
First put the carmine and liquor ammonia into a suitable vial ; 
then add the gum acacia, and allow it to dissolve, when the ink 
will be ready for use—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


QuASSIA FOR Sur@icaL Dressines.-—‘ Flies cannot bear the 
smell of the wood, maggots are therefore entirely avoided,” says 
Mr. ©. C. Mitchinson, in the Lancet. The use of an infusion of 
quassia as a dressing for open wounds and ulcers in hot climates, and 
during the prevalence of hot weather, he recommends, and states 
that in the United States army, after one of the James River en- 
gagements, five hundred wounded men, under the care of a friend 
of his, were treated in the above manner. 
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Utcrrs oF THE Os Uter1—UTERINE PLuG.—M. Despres, Sur- 
geon to the Paris Venereal Hospital for Females, has published a 
work, which is referred to in the London Lancet, recommending lo- 
cal treatment almost exclusively for ulcerations of the cervix uteri, 
and attaching equal value to differennt caustics, such as_ the red- 
hot iron and nitrate of silver. He says they all cure in about the 
same time. He also extols the plug, made as follows: Take a 
small piece of coarse gauze, in which a pledget of cotton-wool is 
placed, after it has been filled with about fifteen grains of pow- 
dered alum. Fold the gauze over the wool, and tie the ends of 
the former with a thread five or six inches long, which is allowed 
to hang out of the vigina, to facilitated the removal of the plug. 
The latter should remain twenty-four hours. 


CuLoraL In Tootnacnre.—Dr. Page, in a letter to the British 
Medical Journal, states, that for some time past he has employed 
chloral hydrate, not only as an internal sedative in dental neural- 
gia and caries, but also as a local applicatiou to a carious tooth. 
A few grains of the solid hydrate placed on a quill point. intro- 
duced into the dental cavity speedily dissolved, and the pain is 
either deadened or effectively allayed. A second or third applica- 
tion of the remedy may be necessary.— Zhe Doctor. 


IRRIGATION OF THE PHARNYX.—Dr. Guersant (Med. News and 
Library) alludes to those cases of very intense inflammation of the 
pharnyx where the patients have much trouble in opening their 
mouths, and can scarcely separate the teeth. For these cases, 
and especially for children, in simple or violent inflammation of 
the tonsils, in abcess of these organs, in pseudo-membranous sto- 
matitis, in dyphtheritic pharyngitis, or gangrenous inflammations, 
or even in chronic granular or other forms of angina, much advan- 
tage is derived from irrigations of the throat. As a syringe or an 
irrigator must always be used, it would only be a question of 
having a suitable canula to depress the tongue and make the fluid 
spirt into the different parts of the throat. The ordinary gum ca- 
nulas do not depress the tongue, and may be bitten and broken by 
children. In order to overcome this defect, he had has construct- 
ed an instrument which is called the canula tongue-depressor, 
made of bronze aluminium, that metal having the advantage of 
not being altered by sulphurous water, which may be used under 
certain circumstances, in chronic amygdalitis for example. It has 
the shape of the extremity of a spoon-handle, is slightly curved, 
from five to six inches in length, and one-fifth of an inch thick, 
and hollow in its whole extent. Its extremity which is designed 
to depress the tongue, has on its civcumference and on its convex- 
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ity a certain number of small holes, like those of a watering-pot. 
At the other end is a true canular extremity, which may be ad- 
just to the caoutchouc tube of an irrigator, or even of of syringe. 

These irrigations may be repeated several times a day. Older 
persons easily accustom themselves to its use, and even children 
at last consider it an amusement. In certain forms of chronic 
amygdalitis, and in granular inflammation, he has obtained good 
results from irrigation, by the use of sulphurous waters, as prac- 
tised by Dr. Lambron, at Luchon. 


DauLBere’s TINCTURE.—Tinctur colocynthidis, known also as 
‘“‘Dahlberg’s Tincture,” is made as follows: Colocynth pulp (cut 
small and free from seeds), oz. i; aniseed, dr. i; proof spirit, 1 1b. 
Digest for eight days, express and filter. Dose, 6 to 20 drops.— 
Pharm. Journ. and Transactions. 


GANGRENOUS VULViTIS IN CHILDREN.—Dr. Guersant (Med. 
News and Library) publishes the following treatment of this affec- 
tion. It may be local or general, the principal indication being 
to combat the disehse which debilitates the patient. The various 
kinds of tonics, as cinchona, bitter tonics, broth, wine, coffee, etc., 
may be placed in the first rank. The local treatment is not less 
indispensable. Applications of lemon-juice, powders of cinchona 
and camphor, vinous lotions, etc., may answer the purpose, but 
these means often fail. The best means of limiting the gangrene 
is the use of iron heated to a white heat. Cauterization should 
go beyond the boundary of the slough, which may still often be 
crossed by the disease the next day. When this powerful local 
agent succeeds, there remains a large ulcer, a real burn of vari- 
able depth, which requires the same dressing as burns of this re- 
gion. It is important that slightly camphorated powders of cin- 
chona and charcoal should be applied ; and lotions, including aro- 
matic wine or chlorinated water, may be found of service. Finally, 
all possible precautions for the prevention of adhesion of the labia 
are of the highest importance. The dressings should be carefully 


made and frequently renewed. 


Tue Use or Iron 1n Scartatina-—Russell Alridge, M. D. 
(British Med. Journal), is desirous of drawing the attention of the 
profession to the use of iron in scarlatina. He has given it for 
the past two years with great success, 80 much so as to induce 
him to believe that in it we have a powerful remedial agent for 
that disease. Not only does it shorten and lessen the severity of 
the attack, but it also fortifies the patient against the after-conse- 
quences—dropsy, ete. The form which he has mostly used has 
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been the liquor of pernitrate of iron in syrup or glycerine, in doses 
of ten minims every three hours for children of from one to six 
years, increasing, according to age, to fifteen, twenty-five or thirty 
minims. During convalescence he has given citrate of iron and 
quinine, ammonio-citrate of iron, or syrup of phosphate of iron, 
according to circumstances. 


Capillary Bronchitis.—In speaking of the treatment of this dis- 
ease, Dr. T. M. Julian, of New York, (Medical Record) says: 

The sulphate of zinc and tincture of sanguinaria have, for the 
last twenty-five years, been my favorites, and rarely, if ever, in 
the hour of trial, have they failed me, either singly or collectively, 
aided in some obstinate cases by the application over the whole 
chest, and at suitable intervals, of Stocke’s liniment. 

With those simple means at my command, and close watching, 
I do not remember in a long series of years but one or two fail- 
ures. To a child, say from six to eighteen months of age, I gen- 
erally administer at the beginning of the disease from one-half to 
one grain of the sulphate, and from five to ten drops of the tinct- 
ure every two or four hours; but when called at a later period, 
and especially when it threatens suffocation, as much as three of 
the former to thirty drops of the latter, from one-half to two hours 
apart, regardless of vomiting. In acute cases generally from four 
to eight hours suffice to put the patient out of danger. 

As regards the effects of the above-named remedial agents on 
the adult mucous membrane, the following case will serve as an il- 
lustration : 

‘Tn the afternoon of the 21st of August, 1866, I was requested 
to visit Dr. Steine, a German practitioner residing within a stone’s 
throw of my office in Hoboken. Being at that time absent, I did 
not reach his bedside till near 10 p. M., and then found him in the 
following condition :—Insensible ; dorsal decubitus, with shoulders 
propped on pillows ; surface of body cold and clammy ; face and ex- 
tremities livid; eye fixed and insensible to light; pulse feeble and 
rapid; trachea and bronchial tubes full of mucus; in fine, in a state 
of collapse. From his numerous and distressed family surrounding, 
as it seemed to be, his death-bed, I gleaned the following history :— 
That for about ten or twelve days past he had complained of a 
troublesome cold, for the relief of which he had sought the advice 
of one of his Teutonic colleagues residing in the city of New York, 
whose last prescription had been the application of cold wet towels 
to the chest. In compliance with this suggestion he gave it during 
the forenoon a fair trial, but soon after seemed to get worse, till 
the present urgent symptoms supervened. At first, impressed 
with the hopelessness of his condition, I was disposed to set aside 
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any fruitless attempt and allow the patient to depart in peace, 
considering the unavailing efforts previously made by two or three 
of the more brilliant luminaries of the Hoboken medical fraternity : 
but, impelled to action by a crowd of anxious and beseeching rela- 
tives and friends, and bearing in mind the old aphorism, “ melius 
cst anceps remedium quam nullum,’’ I determined on a forlorn- 
hope trial of the effects of zinc and sanguinaria, I hastily sent 
for an eight-ounce mixture containing dr. iv. of the sulphate and 
oz. ij. of sanguinaria tincture, oz. vj. of water, and set about giv- 
ing at first one-half and soon after a full tablespoonful, every half 
hour, of the mixture, which, on account of the torpid deglutition, 
I had great difficulty in getting down. I covered the patient de 
novo with warm mustard poultices, and put hot bottles about the 
body. By 12M. the skin had lost a great deal of its icy and 
clammy coldness; pulse a shade better and more resisting; tried 
in vain the feather to the throat to excite vomiting, continuing the 
mixture as stated above. 3 a. M—Pulse stronger, skin warmer ; 
all at once patient made an effort as if wanting to vomit, which, 
aided with the feather and the lowering of his head over the bed- 
side, brought to a successful issue the long-wished-for object, and 


a quantity of frothy mucus was ejected with the contents of the 
stomach. He was soon after able to take and keep down brandy 
and beef-tea. Skin became warm and moist; pulse natural; mu- 
cous rattle soon disappeared, and by 43 a. M. he fell into a quiet 
and apparently refreshing sleep. Left him then, and at my next 
visit, 9 A. M., had the satisfaction to shake hands with him, he sit- 
ting up in bed.” 


The value of the Sulphate of Iron as a Local Application in 
Phlegmasia Dolens.—This method of treatment was first adopted 
by the author many years ago, from the great sncecess reported by 
Velpeau from its use locally in erysipelas. It had been employed 
exclusively in that form of phlegmasia dolens commencing at the 
calf of the leg and extending upwards to the groin, where the 
veins are chiefly involved. It has been applied as a lotion (twenty 
or thirty grains to one ounce of water), as hot as the patient could 
comfortably bear it, generally by means of spongio-piline. Al} 
the cases so treated had made good and rapid recoveries, contrast- 
ing favorably with cases formerly treated by leeching and hot fo- 
mentations. Muriated tincture of iron was, at the same time, 
given in large doses. The same method of treatment was suggest- 
ed in other cares of phlebitis—Dr. R. W. Critchon. 


Pneumothorax Treated by Aspiration.—At the London Hos- 
pital, Dr. Ramskill had recently under his care two patients who 
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suffered from pneumothorax. They show, says the Lancet, the 
great value of the pneumatic aspirator in the treatment of the 
disease. 

In the case of a phthisical girl, wt twenty-eight years, the 
smallest needle of the aspirator was introduced, in which air was 
discovered in the left pleural cavity, posteriorally between two of 
the lower ribs, and seventy-four ounces (by measure) of air was 
drawn off, and the relief given instantaneous. 

In the case of a mule patient, et fifty years, the right side of 
whose chest was resonant from the second rib, and tympanitic 
from the root of the lung downward, and whose liver was pushed 
below the ribs, the small needle was introduced at the ninth 
intercostal space, and between sixty and seventy ounces of air 
was pumped out. The patient recovered.—Jbid. 








Notrs oN CuLoraL.—Mr. Fairthorne says, in the last number 
of the American Journal of Pharmacy : 

“Pure hydrate of chloral, according to Dr. Rieckher, does not 
take fire when heated in a spoon over a spirit lamp, but evaporates 
without residue [the alcoholate when similarly treated inflames. ] 
Nitric acid sp. gr. 1.20, either cold or hot, should not produce any 
reaction with it. I find that its aqueous solution produces a dense 
precipitate when mixed with solution of subacetate of lead. 

The hydrate is readily dissolved by alcohol, ether, oil of turpen- 
tine, benzole, bisulphide of carbon and the fixed oils. The solu- 
tion in the last named article might prove of value to the physi- 
cian as a topical application, perhaps available in neuralgic or 
gouty affections. 

When equal parts of camphor (in small pieces) and hydrate of 
chloral in crystals are shaken together in a vial and allowed to 
stand, they become fluid, forming a clear solution. This might 
also be of use as an external remedy. 











TREATMENT OF ScaBrEs.—Monti (Jahrbuch der Kinderheilk., 
iv. 2) has tried the effects of copaiba and of carbolic acid in cases 
of scabies in children. Copaiba produces on the tender skin 
violent burning and redness ; these symptoms, however, disappear 
in halfan hour. The itching usually dissappears after the first 
inunction; and the effervescence ceases after three or four appli- 
cations. The remedy has no further influence on the eczema. 
Better results have followed the application of carbolic acid (one 
drachm to a pint of water or to four ounces of lard). By the dil- 
igent rubbing of the affected part with this three times a day, the 
itch is usually cured in three or four days. 
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TREATMENT OF CHLOROSIS.—M. Delioux DeSavignac proposes, 
in the Bulletin de Therapeutique, the following formula ag being 
likely to fulfill most completely the ordinary indications of treat- 
ment in chlorosis: tartrate of iron and potash, ten grammes; pow- 
dered aloes, two grammes; powdered castor, two grammes; pow- 
dered saffron, one gramme ; to be made into a mass with Venice 
turpentine and divided into a hundred pills. At first, three pills 
are to be given daily, and the number is to be gradually increased 
to six or nine; care being taken to produce a free action of the 
bowels without producing diarrhea. The pills are to be taken 
three times daily; early in the morning, and at luncheon and din- 
ner. M. Delioux DeSavignac explains that the aloes is intended 
to obviate the constipation frequently met with in chlorotic pa- 
tients; the castor to relieve flatulent distention of the abdomen; 
while the turpentine exercises a beneficial influence on the leucor- 
rhoea. If the aloes act too energetically, it may be replaced by 
rhubarb ; or, if the constipation remains obstinate, a little jalap, 
scammony, or gamboge, may be added. If the bowels be already 
free, M. Delioux DeSavignac omits the purgative altogether. 
When the turpentine produces gastric disorder, or colic without 
diarrhoea, balsam of Peru may be substituted for it. The use of 


the pills is contra-indicated in chlorosis attended with menor- 
rhagia.—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


Nirrite or Amyi.—Prof. Silliman, in a recent lecture before 
the Yale Medical Institute, described the nitrite of amy] as an ef- 
fective agent for the removal of muscular spasm. Its vapor, he 
says, extinguishes flame, and acts as an anti-septic. When in- 
haled, it acts in a wonderful manner to excite the circulation—the 
action of the heart in man, and in warm-blooded animals, being 
doubled in rapidity in thirty seconds. This intense action is fol- 
lowed by great suffusion of the skin, by breathlessness like that 
produced by violent running, by a peculiar sensation and fullness 
of the head, with throbbing, and ultimately by failure of muscular 
power of the extremest kind. It produces no destruction of the 
nervous sensibility, and in animals no increase of sensibility up to 
the moment of death. It is notan anesthetic. It appears to act 
by arresting the progress of oxidation in the tissues. 

As a remedy for disease, the great virtue of nitrite of amyl is 
its specific power of removing muscular spasm. Beneath its first 
and most conspicuous power of producing excessive action of the 
heart and apparent excitement, there is another and more perma- 
nent condition produced, namely, a temporary paralysis of muscle 
and a suspension of ail outward manifestations of Jife which in the 
Jower animals (frogs) can be sustained without actually destroying 
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life. The observation of Dr. Richardson led him to point out the 
importance of this nitrite to control spasms, and especially to 
meet spasmodic disease, tetanus (or locked jaw), over which he in- 
ferred it would have a direct controlling power. This sagacious 
suggession has since been completely verified ; first, by Dr. Brun- 
ton, of Edinburgh, in angina pectoris, and subsequently by others 
in the same disease, as also in terrible pain from spasm of the 
bowels, where, when the nitrite was administered, the patient ex- 
claimed that he ‘‘ was transformed from agony to heaven it a mo- 
ment.” Mr. Forster, an eminent practitioner of England, admin- 
istered it to a man suffering from tetanus, where the spasms were 
so severe that the patient is described as “having been rolled up 
like a rigid ball.” Five drops of the nitrite inhaled from a hand- 
kerchief induced immediate lessening of the spasms. This treat- 
ment was assiduously renewed on each return of the spasms for 
nine days, when he had inhaled an ounce of the fluid, andthe case 
was a complete recovery.—Jedical and Surgical Reporter. 






















Hemorrwacic SMALL-Pox.—Mr. Aisken, in the hemorrhagic 
form of smali-pox, has observed the most beneficial results from 
the administration of two table-spoonfuls of the following mixture 
every three hours: 
R.—Liquoris strychniz, 
Tinct. ferri muriat, ‘ , aadr, = j. 
Inf. quassiz, . . , - adoz. viij.—M. 
The action of the strychnize, as a nerve tonic, is that which is 

chiefly sought. Mr. Aisken, as well as others of the medical at- 
tendants on small-pox in London, are much impressed with its 
yalue. 

















Chloral and Bromide Potassium Combined in the Treatment 
cf Chronie Aleoholism.—Dr. Bradnack, in the Buffalo Medical and 
Surgical Journal, calls attention to what he terms an original 
method of treating chronic alcoholism, viz: by the “use of a com- 
bination of unusually large quantities of chloral hydrate and bro- 
mide of potassium. Thus, to a case verging on mania from use of 
alcohol, he gave two drachms of hydrate of chloral and eighty 
grains of bromide of potassium. These doses were given at 9 P. M. 
The patient immediately fell into a tranquil sleep, and did not 
wake till eleven next morning.” During the rest of the day he 
was very drowsy, but his appetite returned, bowels moved freely, 
pulse was 70, skin moist. No more medicine was given. He 
slept well next night, and the following day was well enough to 


go on a business journey lasting four days.—Detroit Review of 
Medicine. 
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ANTI-PERIODICS.—Signor Asprea Vincent states, (Lo Speri- 
mentale, June,) that cafeine and salicine are inferior to quinine in 
hemicrania. He has found sulphite of magnesia and tincture of 
iodine valuabie anti-periodics when quinine does not succeed or is 
contra-indicated. In children, he uses quinine, mixed with lard, 
as a local application to the epigastrium. Ten or twelve times the 
dose by the month is required; a little rancidity of the lard as- 
sists the action. The same plaster will serve for several times. 
When intermittents are complicated with diseases of the stomach 
or bowels, sulphite of magnesia is superior to quinine. From 
twenty to thirty grammes, in four doses, at intervals of two hours, 
will arrest the paroxysms. It is just as efficacious if it produces 
a purgative effect. From eight to nine hours after commencing it 
the patients often experience itching and burning of the skin, 
which lasts a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes. About five 
cases in’thirty fail to be benefited by the sulphite. 

The tincture of iodine succeeds, according to Dr. Aspera Vin- 
cent, in all intermittents, except in those of children, or where 
there is excitement of the digestive organs, or periodic headache. 
He gives it in doses of four drops, increasing one drop per day up 
to ten or twelve drops, and relates some surprising successes. He 


finds relapse after this treatment does not occur. If the thoracic 
organs or bronchial tubes are irritable he adds a little ipecac. A 
single dose of four drops of tincture of iodine, early in the morn- 
ing, freqently arrests the next paroxysm. It can then be given 
four or five hours before the expected return. It will be remem- 
bered that Willebrow drew attention (Arch. de Med.) two years 
ago to the febrifuge powers of iodine.— The Doctor. 


Treatment of Puerperal Mania.—The first step to be taken in 
the treatment of puerperal mania is to protect from violence the 
patient, her surroundings, and especially her infant. This may 
be best effected by the prompt use of the strait-jacket. As soon 
as the patient finds herself powerless, and becomes exhausted, the 
paroxysms become less frequent and less severe. Freedom of 
motion, in a dark room, is more apt to maintain the raving. If 
we wait for a large strong woman to become quiet, the time re- 
quired would be so long that there would be great danger of in- 
ducing local puerperal processes by such long-continued violence. 
Besides, a dark padded room is scarcely to be found, except in a 
hospital where such diseases are especially treated. During the 
paroxysm, purgatives, followed by two-grain dose of opium, proved 
effectual in restraining the same. In cases of congestion of the 
heart, the opium should be combined with some cathartic medi- 
cine, and leeches should be applied to the temples. If there are 
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local inflammations they should be treated locally. In chronic 
cases, the use of the bromide of potash was followed by good 
results. The diet should be of the most nutritious character. 
Tepid baths were useful in quieting the paroxysm. As:soon as 
there are any evidences of an improvement in the symptoms, all 
exciting causes, however slight, should be scrupulously avoided. 
As the majority of these patients are of delicate constitution, fre- 
quently chlorotic, or anzemic, iron and quinine are especially in- 
dicated. Wine or stimulants of any kind we have generally re- 
served until the convalescent stage. Close attention should be 
paid to the extraordinary appetite which is very frequently present 
during convalescence; for the least mistake in the diet would very 
like.y cause a resurn of the disease.—Journal of Gynecological 
Society. 


Artificial Respiration in Suspended Animation.—In Bain’s 
method, the patient is laid upon his back on a table, and the 
operator, standing at the head, pulls the shoulders horizontally 
toward him with a certain degree of power, placing, for this pur- 
pose, the fingers of each hand in the axilla, in their front aspect, 
with the thumbs on the clavicles. In Pacini’s method, the patient 
and operator are in the same relative position, but the operator 
takes hold of the arms of the patient behind, and close to the arm- 
pit, while the thumb is in front of the head of the humerus. He 
then pulls both shoulders toward him, and lifts them in a perpen- 
dicular direction, by which means the sternum is first raised by 
means of the clavicle, and, in consequence, the ribs, which, dimin- 
ishing their obliquity to the spine, enlarge the thoracic cavity both 
in its tranverse and antero-posterior diameters. A committe of 
the Medico-Chiurgical Society, report that by either plan, as also 
by Dr. Sylvester’s, of which they are merely modifications, a suffi- 
ciently large quantity of air is without difficulty introduced into 
the chest.—Braithwaite’s Retrospect. 


A Simple Dressing for Fracture of the Clavicle.—Dr. Lewis 
A. Sayre, of New York, (Am. Practitioner), has finally reduced 
the treatment of this fracture to two strips of adhesive plaster, 
withont an axillary pad; and as such he now gives it to the 
profession as the simplest and most efficacious plan yet devised. 

His method of keeping the inner portion of the clavicle from 
riding over the outer portion, is by putting the clavicular portion 
of the pectoralis major muscle on the stretch, and compelling it to 
pull the clavicle in place, and thus overcome the tendency of the 
clavicular portion of the sterno-cleido-mastoid to elevate it, which 
it will always do unless this precaution is taken. After draw- 
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ing the arm backward and retaining it there by a strip of ad- 
hesive plaster, pass another piece of plaster from the well shoul- 
der across the back, and by pressing the elbow well forward and 
inward, the first plaster around the middle of the arm is made 
to act as a fulcrum, and the shoulder is necessarily carried up- 
ward, outward, and backward; and the plaster, being carried 
over the elbow and fore-arm (which is flexed across the chest) 
to the opposite shoulder, the place of starting, and then secured 
by pins or stitches, permanently retains the parts in position. 

Dr. Sayre formerly commenced the first plaster on the inner 
side of the biceps; but he found that this muscle would roll 
around and the plaster would lose its hold, requiring to be re- 
newed occasionally; and if it completely encircled the arm, for 
the purpose of a stronger attachment, it would arrest the cir- 
culation, and then prove dangerous. He uses strong and good 
adhesive plaster (Maw’s moleskin is the best) cut into two strips, 
three to four inches wide (narrower for children). By this plan 
of treatment the patient is only detained from his daily avoca- 
tion a sufficient length of time to properly adjust the strips of 
adhesive plaster. 


Similarity Between Nocturnal Enuresis and Epilepsy.—Dr. J. 
B. Bradbury, Physician to Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, 
(British Medical Journal) says there is one point in connection 
with nocturnal enuresis which has interested him very much, and 
that is the close similarity between this affection and epilepsy; 
indeed, nocturnal enuresis might, without any great error, be 
called enuresis of the bladder. The points in which the anal- 
ogy holds are: Ist, Enuresis and epilepsy are both decidedly he- 
reditary, and one neurosis may be transformed into the other; 
patients who have had incontinence of urine in youth some- 
times becoming epileptic after puberty. 2d, Both affections are 
influenced by the system of nerves—the sympathetic, which may, 
under certain circumstances, induce spasm in the muscular fibers 
of the small arteries of the brain, as it does in the unstriped 
muscular fibers of the detrusor vesice muscle. 3d, Belladonna is 
of service in the treatment of both these affections, and prob- 
ably acts by its influence on the sympathetic. 4th, Epilepsy 
may be either esseutial or due to reflex irritation, and so may 
nocturnal enuresis 

He is of opinion that hydrate of chloral will be found useful 
in the treatment of some forms of this affection. 
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{=3" Should any of our subscribers or exchanges fail to get THE CoMPANION 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact. 

(ta We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of Societies, Clinics, 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, etc., etc., of interest to medical 
readers. 


(28 To insure publication, articles should be practical, as brief as possible, 
and carefully written, on one side of the paper. Articles should be received by 
the 15th of one month to insure publication in the next. {39 Friends, send in 
your articles. 2) 





TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

















It would be too troublesome and expensive to forward bills of 
subscription in every number of Tux Companton—we therefore , 
earnestly ask all of our subscribers who have not paid their sub- 
scription, the very small sum of two dollars, to do so now, and 
you will receive your bill, receipted, in the next number. Friends, 
don’t forget to promptly discharge this part of your duty towards 
enabling our publisher to furnish Tue Companion monthly to you 
and your Professional brethren. Don’t fail to comply at once 
with the above request. 





OUR THANKS. 

WE sincerely thank those of our Editors and friends who have 
iorwarded us communications for our Original Department. We 
desire, especially, to have this department of our journal constant- 
ly filled with communications. N othing adds more to the interest 
—to say nothing of the reputation—of a journal than an able 
corps of contributors. This, it is the good fortune of the COMPANION: 
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to have. We hope our friends will remember this appeal, and 
forward articles at once. We promise to insert as soon as possi- 
ble after receiving them. We also hope to start upon the Second 
Volume of Tue ComMPANION with an abundance of material in the 
shape of Communications. If our friends will respond to our 
efforts to serve them, we trust to make a journal which shall not 
only be of the greatest service to our brethren, but one which all 
may justly approve, endorse, and support. 

Our associate, Dr. Chas. 8. Lewis, of Virginia, suggests that 
each editor select twenty or more good men to whom shall be sent 
specimen numbers of THE CoMPANION, with the request that each 
of these gentlemen act as agents. We trust our editors will, if 
they approve of the suggestion, at once send us the names of such 
gentlemen for the purpose suggested. 





“HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY.” 


That ‘honesty is the best policy,” is a maxim so often quoted 
that its very triteness has deprived it of much of its force. In- 
deed many are inclined to doubt its truth, nor are their doubts 
wholly without reason. Villany often has an appearance of suc- 
cess. We not unfrequently see the base and unscrupulous have 
the rarest gifts of fortune heaped upon them in profusion, while 
the really deserving seem hard beset by the rude blasts of adver- 
sity. Especially in these days when profligacy has become the 
prevailing fashion, and rascality, is a sure passport to wealth and 
power, is there cause to doubt the truth of this maxim Practices 
which prostitute every noble and generous quality are now the 
means by which colossal fortunes are amassed and places of dis- 
tinction are attained. Knavery wins all the high figures in the 
lottery, while to honesty is left little more than blanks. Under 
circumstances like these, it would seem vastly wise to be wicked. 

But it would appear so only to an imperfect observer. The 
outward seeming is not always the truth, and to him who looks be- 
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neath the surface it will be evident, beyond question, that ‘hon- 
esty is the best policy.”’ That which seems to be success may fall 
much short of being so in reality. One may rise to position of 
distinction and influence, may heap up much wealth, and gain a 
large share of a certain kind of fame, and yet his life be to his 
own consciousness, a miserable failure. The arts and means to 
which he has resorted, to attain these ends, has lost him his own 
self-respect and the respect of his fellow-men; and without these,® 
all the external marks of success are but as Dead Sea fruit. 
Nothing won by dishonesty and trickery can give any very real or 
















lasting happiness. Be 
But apart from the reproofs of conscience, which one must ay 
endure who has given himself up to unholy ambition or avarice, i 
; there must be a continual dread of that day of reckoning which A } 





generally overtakes the vicious, sooner or later, and which, like 
the sword of Damocles, destroys the pleasure of many a joyous 
scene. One must doubt the performance of fortune or fame built 
upon wrong doing. Revelations may burst forth when least ex- 
pected, and the avenging hand may smite with destruction when 
but a moment before, all seemed calm and secure. Tow many in- 
stances have we seen of this in the past few years. How many 
thrones that were established upon usurpation and tyranny have 
we seen suddenly swept away. There are many in our Heaven- 
born profession who have climbed to high places by fraud and 


























Q treachery, whose coming fate will teach the same great lesson. 
Q Every one who is tempted by the prospect of gain to enter upon a 
: course of wrong doing, will find perhaps when too late, that it 
e would have been better to have done right. 

d Bacon has asserted that the maxim which we have quoted sel- 
8 dom if ever influences the conduct of anyone. ‘“ The truly honest 
\e man,” says he, “is always in advance of it, and the rascal is behind 
S- it.”’ ‘True, but there are very many whom we can class neither as 
1 honest men nor rascals. Between those who adhere to principle 
er regardless of expediency, and those who are utter villains there’ 
d. lies a large class who are neither one nor the other. These may 
he be impelled to do right by having it impressed upon them that it 






is best to do so, and we think we have the highest sanction for 
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making such appeal. ‘ What will it profita man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?” is the fearfully momentous 
question propounded by the Saviour to this class. Evidently He 
was not addressing men who gave principle the preference over all 
things else. He was appealing to men whom the love of power 
and wealth might lead to sin, and depicting most forcibly the 
utter worthlessness of these things when compared with that puri- 
#y of faith and practice which insures the salvation of the soul. 

If He, the Great Teacher, sought to influence men by a motive 
like this, surely we are authorized to encourage them to right-do- 
ing because to do right is best. 

But here let them avoid the error of supposing that which may 
look and seem right, is best. There can be but one rule on this 
subject. We must obey implicitly the decisions of conscience, sus- 
tained by correct principle and law. We must not allow the slight- 
est ‘departure’ from its dictates when thus formed and sup- 
ported. Ifwe begin to say unto our conscience “pardon us in 
this thing,”’ or pardon us in that, permit us to ignore principle. 
and law this time, we will soon get to be as if we had no conscience 
at all, and may sink into the most degrading vices. We do not 
put this matter too strongly. We must adhere to principle and 
law, not only in order to maintain a proper degree of moral dig- 
nity, but even to be safe from downright villainy. Intellect, how- 
ever cultivated it may be, isno safe guide in moral questions. 
Its sophistries are the most wonderful and unaccountable among 
all the vagaries of human nature. When men begin to reason 
they may easily persuade themselves that they may lie, steal and 
murder, not only without wrong, but with the most benevolent 
intentions. The character of Eugene Aram is no creation of the 
poet’s brain, Itis a faithful picture of what any man will be- 
come who dethrones conscience and establishes reason as his moral 
guide. Reason is unfit for the post. She will soon resign herself 
to the rule of the passions, and give her sanction to the worst 
crimes that have ever disgraced humanity. 


The most mischievous men who have lived upon the earth have 
been those who perhaps designed no evil, but who sought to do 
in some of the tortuous courses which a sophistical intellect rather 
than the voice of conscience, suggested. 
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The wanderer upon the ocean seeks among che luminaries of 
Heaven some beacon by which to direct his way. Many are shin- 
ing there, but all save one will lead him astray should he select them 
for his guides, for they are moving as well as his. But there 
beams the polar star, not so brilliantly indeed as many others, 
but always in the right place. Whoever directs his course by it 
will be sure not to go wrong. ‘Truth isthe polar star of the moral 
heavens. Its light never leads astray. Others may for a time 
be more conspicuous, but it never flickers and never grows dim. He 
who follows this guide need never fear evil, for his path is the path- 
way of honor and right. Should he abandon this, there is no- 
thing to which he can look with an eye of faith. All else is fleet- 
ing, changeable, uncertain, and those who pursue such must be 
unstable and uncertain, too. The politician who abandons truth 
and principle to follow after expediency for votes, if he succeeds. 
will have to make ‘‘ a new departure” every few days. The law- 
ver who strives for what may seem his own success rather than 
for what is truly right, prostitutes himself and his profession, and 
becomes the basest of men. The physician who betrays the 
cause of scientific truth for some petty personal advantage is un- 
worthy to have his name enrolled in that noble profession. The 
minister of Religion who, in order to win some popularity or 
worldly honor compromises the truth, deserves a degree of con- 
demnation which no language can express. In short, we cannot 
denounce too harshly those who, for love of money or fame, disre- 
gard principle and follow after that which may seem expedient.. 
Such persons suffer indeed no slight punishment in the degreda- 
tion of their moral natures, but they deserve likewise the contempt 
of all whose good opinion is in the least degree valuable. 

No, it does not always seem the best to do right, and it is often 
very hard to do so. The path of duty frequently seems very hard 
and rugged, while beside it lie pleasant walks, beneath embower- 
ing shades resonant with sweet sounds and fragrant with delicicus 
perfumes, But beware how you leave the dusty highway to stray 


therein. Beneath the flowers blooming so gayly are hidden gins 

and snares innumerable, into which, if the unwary but should fall, 

they will rise no more. The way of truth seems not so pleasant ; 

but the end is more happy. The Great Teacher, when pledging 
43 ; 
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His disciples to faith in the life-giving truth which He was about 
to impart, plainly forwarned them that it was to no life of 
ease and selfish indulgence that they were being called. He noti- 
fied them that they would have to encounter ridicule and persecu- 
tion even unto death. In return for all this, He promised the 
sweet approval of their consciences in this life, and joys indescrib- 
in the life to come. What higher reward could He offer? The 
approval of one’s own conscience—a mind conscious within itself of 
rectitude! Why for this one might well face ridicule, persecution 
and death. It constitutes the highest bliss that can be known on 
earth, and we conceive is not least among the joys of Heaven. 





EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE VIRGINIA MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


We are indebted to one of our most accomplished Associates, 
of Virginia, for a very interesting letter (of the 18th ult.,) in re- 
ference to the late meeting of the Virginia Medical Society. We 
were pleased also, to be informed by our friend, of the kind inter- 
est which was shown TuE GeEorciA MepricaL Companion by that 
body, and hope our journal will continue, by the united efforts of 
its many friends, to maintain that degree of favor which was man- 
ifested towards it on that occasion. We have no doubt, from the 
letter of our friend, the Society acted wisely and for the best in- 
terests of the profession of their State. We will be pleased to no- 
tice, more fully, the proceedings of the Society, when furnished 
the printed transactions. We regret that want of space debars us 
the pleasure of giving only a few extracts. Speaking of the So- 
ciety, he says: 

“ We had a glorious meeting, practical and useful—able essays 
were read, and a manifest disposition, on the part of the Society, 
to do all in their power to elevate the standard of medicine. We 


had a large attendance. The medical profession in Virginia is 
moving in the right direction, determined to unite, heart and hand, 
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in assailing and denouncing all irregularities of the profession, and 
to demolish quackery and charlatanism. The fact of a medical stu- 
dent, in these days of cheap medical education, having a diploma, 
is no evidence that he is either mentally or morally qualified to 
practice medicine. We intend to put our profession upon the same 
footing as the merchant, the mechanic, etc. I trust that our ef- 
fort in this direction will meet with the consideration it deserves, 
and that the opprobium will no longer rest on our State, that phy- 
sicians need not be paid, because the law does not care to protect 
their interests, putting them at the mercy of their debtors 

Dr. A. W. Fauntleroy, of Staunton, was elected President for 
the next year, and Staunton the place for meeting. 

Dr. R. S. Payne, of Lynchburg, the retiring President, deliv- 
ered an able an interesting address, taking bold an strong grounds 
for maintaining the dignity of the profession. His address was 
eminently practical and full of common sense. 

Dr. Thebault’s ‘‘ Essay on the Malarial Fevers of Eastern Vir- 
ginia’”’ is worthy of the great minds of the science of medicine not 
only in this country but in Europe. It will be published with our 
proceedings, and will be read with great interest. 

Dr. Claiborne, of Petersburg, read an interesting essay on 
dysmenorrhea, which was well received and highly spoken of. 

Dr. Fauntleroy made an interesting report of the epidemics in 
the valley of Virginia. 

The gubject of inflammation was discussed the last night of the 
meeting, and participated in by Drs. Latham, of Lynchburg, 
Fauntleroy, of Staunton, McDonald, Langhone, Thebault, and 
others. 1 regret that [ have not the time to write about 
the respective merits of those participating in the discussion. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the discussion was ably conducted and exhibit- 
ed great research and study on the part of each gentleman. 

There was a banquet given at the Norvell House by the Lynch- 
burg Medical Association—which every body hugely enjoyed— 
when the death of Dr. Maupin, Professor of Chemistry at the 
University, was announced. hen, after suitable resolutions to 
his memory were adopted, the members retired from the banquet- 
room. Dr. Maupin was fatally injured by jumping from a car- 
riage while the horses were running away in returning from the 
Fair Grounds. He was a delegate to the meeting of the State 
Society. His sad accident greatly marred the pleasure of the 
meeting. He is a great loss to our State and to the science of 
Chemistry. ver 
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SRA LSS TE ELS ART TE ES 
DEATH OF DR. CLEMENT R. HARRIS. 


_— 


We sorrowfully record the death of one of our most esteemed and talented 
Associate Editors, Dr. Clement R. Harris, of Staunton, Virginia. We were 
painfully surprised when the sad intelligence reached us; it came so unex- 
pected, so sudden. But ashort time had elapsed, when, in health, and witha 
heart bounding with love for his profession which he so honored, he had com- 
municated to us his views in reference to ennobling and elevating the calling 
to which he had so long and faithfully given the richest treasures of his heart 
and brilliant mind. 

Dr. Harris was a native of Virginia, of the Old School, a gentleman endowed 
with all the noble characteristics so peculiar to the “ Auld Lang Syne” of the 
Old Dominion. 

Dr. Harris was a man of culture—of rare discrimination, and possessel of 
unusal force of character and intellectual power. Endowed with great v-rsa- 
tility of talent, he for many years, represented his county in the Senate of Vi:- 
ginia, and as a debater, was recognized as worthy to take front-rank with the 
first men of his native State. Hisscientific acquirements were varied and exten- 
sive, and were universally aknowledged by those who shared the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. A few years ago he came within one vote of being elected one 
of the Professors of the University of Virginia, an institution of learning second 
to none in this country. 

As a physician our lamented associate was a bright and a shining light. Asa 
citizen he was generous, kind and affable—ever ready to tender the hand of beney- 
lence to the afflicted, and ever the first to throw the mantle of charity over the 
faults of friends or enemies. In his social relations he was affectionate as husband, 
father or friend, warmhearted, unselfish and true. He was the eldest of a family 
of four brothers high in the love and esteem of their fellow-citizens. Hon. John J. 
Harris represents the Old Dominion, in part, inthe Congress of the U.S. Rev. W. 
A. Harris is president of the Wesleyan Female Institute of Staunton. Both these gen- 
tlemen are widely known and esteemed as men of superior talents and moral worth. 
Dr. Harris was also a cousin of the late lamented Baptist scholar and divine—a pure 
and noble Georgian—Rev. N. M. Crawford, D. D., son of one of Georgia’s bright- 
est intellects of the past, Hon. W. H. Crawford. 

To the profession of Virginia we tender our sad condolence in this great loss, and 
with the bereaved family we mourn over the fall of one dear to them, and beloved 


by al! who knew him. 


NN CRETE TEE OE 
EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 


ooo ee 


Some time since we requested our Associate and Corresponding 
Editors, as well as other friends, to furnish us “ items’’ upon every 
subject having for their object the dignity and wellfare of the Pro- 
fession. In response to this, we lay before the readers of Tux 
CoMPANION a number of extracts and paragraphs, exhibiting the 
sentiments and views of some of our editors and friends. Our ob- 
ject is to furnish a journal to promote the best interests of the 
Profession. We wish to benefit every section, and to show that 
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what is injurious in one locality, is equally so in any other. We 
earnestly appeal to our friends to aid us in the effort we are making 
to bring the Profession to the true principles of the ethics. It is not 
our desire or wish to monopolize our editorial space ; and hence, we 
have opened it to our friends, everywhere, that they may, through 
it, reach the Profession. In this way we feel assured every topic 
of interest to the Profession, will be duly considered and discussed : 


‘Your editorial on morals and ethics is well calculated and 
must do an immense amount of good. I hope you will continue to 
urge upon the profession the necessity of a high standard of mo- 
rals and ethics. Itis absolutely necessary for the honor of the 
profession, the advancement of science, and the safety of the sick.” 





“When it becomes dishonorable to vindicate the truth or of 
doubtful policy, 1 desire to abandon the profession.”’ 













“Stick to correct principle and you will succeed. Forsake 
principle for compromises and policies, and your enterprise will 
go under like all countries and organizations, political or religious, 
that laid aside principle for a policy.” 





‘“‘Stand firm to principle. The truth never looses by time or 
investigation. Men of character can’t afford to advocate falsehood 
long, and those who have no character can’t throttle the truth 
or do honest men much injury.” 


















“‘T was gratified in reading, in the October Number of “ Our”’ 
CoMPANION, tosee your editorial in response to ‘“‘A Quarrel Ended.” 
That editorial, taken in conneetion with the pamphlet issued by 
the Fulton County Medical Society, ought to put to blush the 
parties who, with so high an hand, manipulated and overrode the 
action of the Georgia Medical Association, at Americus. After 
reading these, I was amazed at the reckless folly of the so-called 
rescinding resolution, In that resolution it is asserted and 
charged that all the action against the Atlanta Medical Col- 
lege on the part of the Association was in consequence of, and 
due to, personal feeling. In your editorial you show, in the most 
amiable spirit, that the difficulty existed between the faculty and 
the trustees of the college long before the question ever reached 
the Association. You show also the true nature and character of 
the amendment, and what were the practical workings of this 
“‘fraudulently procured” amendment, according to the Trustees, 
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as manipulated by the Faculty. That the amendment was a vio- 
jation of ethics and its authors deserving of professional censure, 
cannot be doubted ; and the Georgia Medical Assciation, composed 
of honest men, was bound to notice and condemn it. For this 
they were grossly insulted, and the Association itself declared not 
to have been the Association but a body of envious and dishonorable 
physicians seeking the ruin of a medical instiution! The Associ- 
tion was right in demanding an apology. The affront put upon the 
Association could not be wiped out in any other way, and the— 
what shall I term it ?—singular effort made by the Faculty to de- 
ceive the Association by tendering, on two occasions, apologies 
which they did not themselves regard as apologies, only added 
wrong to wrong and insult to insult. 

“As I understand it, the Association made three demands upon 
the old Faculty at Savannah, after the repeal of the Amendment, 
which demands arose only in consequence of the unprofessional 
and insulting language used in the memorial, which the gentle- 
men of the Association were bound to do or forfeit their self-re- 
spect and honor. 

“<¢Ist. That the new Faculty repudiate the acts of the old 
faculty under the Amendment. 

“<2d. That ‘a distinct and unequivocal” apology be made the 
Association by the faculty in reference to the language used in 
the memorial. 

“«¢3d. That this apology should be circulated as widely as had 
been the memorial, viz, in the newspapers of the State.’ . 

None of these requirements were met and satisfied, but instead 
a ‘packed Association” declared not only that they were unne- 
cessary and unjust, but that they were based, not upon principle 
and professional honor, but were the offspring of ‘personal feel- 
ing’ and therefore should be forever obliterated from the archives 
of that body! In other words, that action would seem to assert 
that there had never been any amendment at all—that there had 
never been any rupture and hostility between the faculty and 
trustees, nor no ethical reason for the condemnation of the faculty 
by the Association!! But enough! How shall honorable 
gentlemen characterize such proceedings? For myself I say— 
well, bosh !” 


‘We hope and trust every editor (and, indeed, every friend) of 
THe Companion will enter heartily into the spirit of extending 
the circulation of ‘our medical adviser’ and best friend Dr. 
Lewis deserves the gratitute of every medical gentleman who de- 
sires to see a good medical journal built up in our Section. I en- 
dorse what he says, and earnestly and affectionately urge and en- 

















The Georgia Medical Companton. 631 


treat the friends of truth, honor, principle and science, to make a 
long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether, in the worthy and 
noble enterprise, in which you and your gentlemanly publisher are 
so energetically at work.”’ 


We can but “ endorse’ these kind words. Will not our friends 
‘‘ endorse” them, and at once show their “faith by their works ?” 
Whatever is done for Tu ComMpaNIon is done for the Profession. 
Very little time—very little trouble, on the part of its genuine 
friends, will be required to make up a club in every part of the 
country. Will our friends—our true friends—not aid in so good 
a cause at the expense of so small an outlay of time and trouble ? 


‘We all know how the profession of medicine was honored and 
respected a few years ago. This respect is still shown the pro- 
fession of other countries—unfortunately in ours, the profession 
has been thrown “in the ditch,’ and is regarded asa shrewd 
system of fraud and humbuggery. In fact, the whole world—igno- 
rant and learned—are arrayed against it, sneer and deride it— 
and refuse to extend to it the honor, or courtesy, of regarding it 
as one founded upon science. Why is allthis? One reason is, 
the profession has insulted the intelligence of the country by igno- 
ing the claims of the people to understand the laws controlling the 
human body in health and disease, instead of instructing them. 
Make a people understand the truths of medicine, and quackery 
will cease from the land-” 


While we admit that the people have not been properly educa- 
ted, as to the objects and aims of the profession, and in conse- 
quence thereof, have become subject to all the ills of charlantry, 
yet there is, in medicine as well as religion, too much disposition 
to cast these ‘pearls before swine.” ‘A little learning is a 
dangerous thing,” a fact too often illustrated by the ignorant, un- 
lettered ‘clout, throwing aside the “shovel and pick” to play the 
role of Doctor. If the people were thoroughly educated, as to the 
objects, aims and laws which should control medicine and, therefore, 
capable of judging correctly of medical men and science, then, in- 
deed, quackery would cease, and science be enthroned in the 
hearts of all. These can alone be “accomplished by having the 
truth brought prominently before the people in the secular press. 
When the value of law. as embodied in medical ethics, is duly un- 
derstood and appreciated, then medicine will take its former hold 
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upon the affections of the people. Why the secular press should, 
politically, encourage organization, and blatantly assert that 
“right and truth” should prevail socially, and then quietly ignore 
and positively sneer at medical men because they desire the same 
Wise organization in science, is marvelous. Are governments and 
society of more importance than the human body itself? Is life 
of go little value that everybody shall attempt to destroy the men 
with the means in their hands of preserving it? If charlantry is 
a crime in politics and religion, why not, when it has for its object 
the destruction of human life? If organization and a sound code 
of ethics is important in these, why not in medicine? We ask 
why ? 

We trust, ere long, to see a just and honorable appreciation of 
the efforts of the good and wise men of the profession in behalf of 
medical morals, as the foundation of science and human happiness. 
Upon these very principles everything else good, is based ; andpoliti- 
cians and others, claim the benefits of adhering to them, and re- 
ceive honor for refusing to “affiliate” with those who scorn and 
defy them. Then why not grant what it so freely allowed in pxr- 
alell cases ? 


“‘ Another thing—there are a number of intelligent non-profes- 
sional gentlemen who are advocates of Homceopathy—not for the 
sake of that absurdity in theory, but because, while subscribing 
cordially and heartily to the scientific principles of the regular 
profession, which our enemies have styled Allopathy—they believe 
that homeopathic preparations are pharmaceutical wonders. They 
say, that homeopathic “‘ mother-tincturcs’’ and their other concen- 
trated remedies are superior—infinitely so—to those prepared by 
our pharmaceutists. ‘These gentlemen are honest, and indulge in 
a false belief, much to the prejudice of the profession and stientific 
pharmaceutists. All this has been “set afloat’? and encouraged 
by homeopathists. Will not some of our able and honest pharma- 
ceutists take the matter in hand, and see that justice is done both 
the professions of medicine and pharmacy ?” 


Will our journals of pharmacy make a note of this ?—Eps. Com. 


“‘ We are glad to see that the Local Editors pledge themselves 


29? 


never to ‘compromise the truth to make error respectable. 
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“Tam rejoiced to see your noble stand for the rights of the 
profession. There is a sore trouble besetting the prosperity uf the 
profession in the matter of professional fees and fee bills. Our 
science is progressing rapidly, and still the scientific practitioner 
is infinitely worse paid than any other profession or trade. What 
are the causes of this want of appreciation of medical men, and 
this inability to secure adequate remueration for the hard study 
and toil in the profession to which they have and are giving their 
endeavors? Will not some of your able editors take the matter 
in hand? As surely as the Universe exists, not many decades 
will pass until such a state of things will drive the scientific and 
talented men from our ranks—in fact, this is already taking place. 
What ambitious, intelligent young man, with such a prospect be- 
fore him, would become so foolish as to turn his attention to med- 
cine? Medicine is being murdered! By whom, and for what?” 





We trust some of our editors will give their views upon the 
topics suggested above. In our opinion, the only escape from the 
difficulties besetting the profession is (1st) to organize local medi- 
cine societies in every county ; (2d) to require all regular practi- 
tioners to become members; (3d) to enforce the ethics without 
“favor or affection’ whenever violated; (4th) to make medical 
proficiency and moral qualifications the only passports by which 
membership can be secured in our State and National Associa- 
tions— Kids. Companion. 









“Tam delighted with your plan of having associate and cor- 
responding editors. You have been fortunate in selecting the 
ablest writers of the different States. They can and doubtless 
will make the CoMPANION all that the profession could desire.”’ 






“‘ Adhere to the law, tell the whole truth, and you need not fear 
anything. Every true man everywhere will sustain you, so longas 
you are right—to sustain you in error would injure you in the 
end,”’ 












‘“‘ A desire on the part of either Faculty or Trustees to ignore 
the law, to refuse to investigate the truth, ought rightfully, and 
will destroy the character and usefulness of any institution.” 
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NEWSPAPER JUBILEE. 


Very few papers, religious or secular, now published, have been 
in existence more than a quarter of a century; but the New York 
Observer announces that it will enter upon its fiftieth year in the 
beginning of 1872. It was established as a religious paper; giv- 
ing, also, the most important secular news; and it has been one 
of the ablest, and at the same time, one of the most successful 
journals in the country. 

The publishers announce for the coming year, as a free gift to 
each of their subscribers, a New YeAR-Book ; containing a vast 
amount of information in regard to Church and State, and all im- 
portant business affairs, a real encyclopedia, such as any intelli- 
gent person wishes to have always at hand. Specimen copies of 
the paper and Prospectus of the New Year-Book, sent free to all 
who will apply. New Subscribers will receive the paper free until 
January Ist. 


WE are sorry that, unavoidably, we have not sufficient space 
in this issue of Tuz CoMPANION, to give a notice of our Books 
and Pamphlets. Several other very important articles are, also, 
crowded out. 









Advertising Department. 
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EDITORIAL. 









An advertising department, to meet the wants of the Medical 
Profession, is a necessity in a Medical Journal—hence we propose 
in this department, to devote a sufficient amount of space as, from 
time to time, shall amply serve the purpose of the Profession, by 
calling their attention to the very best houses in the country from 
which they may feel perfectly safe in purchasing their drugs, chem- 
icals, ete. Much of the physician’s success depends upon the re- 
liability and purity of the medicines he prescribes. His duty is 
to know that his medicines are pure. His own life and that of his 
loved ones, may depend upon this fact. In order that he may 
feel confident as to the purity of the medicines administered by 
him, he must, if he dispenses them himself, purchase alone from 
honorable, reliable parties ; if the apothecary fill his bills or pre- 
scriptions, he should be requested and instructed to keep on hand 
for this purpose, the drugs, preparations, etc., manufactured by 
houses designated by him. In other words, the physician should 
refuse to patronize any druggist who would not cheerfully put 
himself to the trouble of complying with such a request. And, 
above all, the physician should, in making purchases of drugs, not 
allow inferior articles to be palmed off upon him because of being 
cheap. Let him bear in mind, and so instruct his patrons, that 
cheap drugs are an abomination. Loss of life, to say nothing of 
reputation, results directly from cheap drugs—drugs purporting 
to be pure, but which are vaillainous adulterations. 

We expect, by the first of January next, to add sixteen pages for 
the accommodation of our advertising patrons. From the enlarged 
influence and increase circulation of Tue CoMPANION, as is evi- 
denced by our list of Associate and Corresponding Editors, the 
advantages of advertising in our colums will be apparent. We 
ask for first-class houses alone. Those who would wish to take a 
page, or less, will correspond with the publisher, Mr. J. J. Toon, 
Franklin Steam Printing House, Nos. 4 and 6, South Broad St., 
Atlanta, Ga. 









































AP Lac REALE ER i Lge NL TINT 


J. M. HOLBROOK, 


WHOLESALE DEALER IN 


MEN AND BOYS FUR AND WOOL HATS, 


Ladies’ and Misses’ Hats, 
—ALSO A SPLENDID ASSORTMENT OF— 
Ladies’ and Misses’ Furs. 

kes~ Orders solicited, and satisfaction guaranteed. 


J. M. HOLBROOK, 40 Whitehall St., Atlanta, Ga. 
jan. -ly. 





L h — 


zx ay EN \ Se 
Block Tin, Tin Plate, Sheet Gis 7. GI YY ae 
Jron and Tinners’ Findings, 


LAMPS, CUTLERY, SILVER oT WARE, 


House Furnishing Goods of every Description, 
Plated and Brittania Ware. 
GAS FITTING AND PLUMBING DONE TO ORDER. 


81 WHITEHALL ST., ATLANTA, GA. 


fas Agents for the celebrated “CHARTER OAK STOVE.” 
‘an-ly. 















THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 


a el 0 0 Ce 


ERANALAY STEAM PRINTING HOU 


—_—-AND— 


mI. Bim Dee F ! 


_— or 0 oe 






TT\HIS House is supplied with all the approved Printing Materials and Ma- 
chinery, fresh and large stocks of Paper, Cards, Card Boards, Fancy and 
Standard Inks, and is prepared to execute all kinds of 


PLAIN AND FANCY 


BOOK, NEWSPAPER AND JOB 


Ee Bae ea GF! 


In the best manner, and at prices much below those of former days. 


Cards, Bill Meads, Letter Heads, Circus 
lars, Prices Current, Receipts, 
Checks, Netes, Ete. 


Envelopes at $3.50 to $4 Show Bills and Posters, Books, Pamphlets, Briefs, 
per 1,000, and Envel- Hand Bills, Pro- Catalogues, Records, 
opes furnished. grammes, etc. Blanks, etc., etc. 


















Visiting Cards, Wedding Cards, together with every grade of Railroad Print- 
ing. Books Bound in any style required. Blank Books Manufactured to order. 
Parties needing work in the lines of this House will find it to their interest to 
send in their orders, J. J. TOON, Proprietor, 
Nos. 4 and 6 Broad Street, tlanta, Ga. 





THE CHRISTIAN INDEX, 


A WEEKLY RELIGIOUS AND FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 





e 


J. J. Toon, Publisher, 4 and 6 Broad Street, tlanta, Georgia. Terms—$3 00 











. & B. B. 


Aand G6 South Broad Street, 


ATLANTA,...... ion ae peana pate’ ie GEORGIA. 


a oo 


The Franklin Steam Printing House & Book Bindery 


Is prepared to do all kinds of Book and Job Printing and Book Binding at 
moderate prices. Satisfaction guaranteed, and all work done with dispatch 
and in the best style of the art. J.J. TOON, Proprietor. 





L. H. BRADFIELD, 


WHOLESALE DRUGGIST. 


()BDERS from dealers are solicited. Parties wishing to purchase 


Drugs, Chemicals, Oils, Paints, &c., 


will find it to their advantage to order them from*me. My facilities for pur- 
chasing and selling at low figures, cannot be surpassed. 
Remember the Sign of the Mortar, Broad Street, Atlanta, Ga. 


jan-3m. 





SHARP & DOHME, Chemists, Baltimore, Md., 
i ANUFACTURERS of all the officinal and other standard 


Fluid and Solid Extracts, Choice Chemicals, Elixirs, 


ALSO, AROMATIC COD LIVER OIL, and AROMATIC COD LIVER OIL, with HY 
POPHOSPHITES—acceptable to the most delicate stomach. 

G2 Catalogues giving exact composition, Medical Properties, &c., of all our prepara 
tions, mailed 6n application to us, or MESS. REDWINE &F X, our Agents, Atianta 


Georgia. jan. tf 













FIRE, INLAND & MARINE INSURANCE 


> + 


C. B. WELLB ‘RN, “en’l, Ag’t. and Adjustor of Losses, 
Office— 


ETNA INSURANCE CO., or New York. 
MERCHANTS INSURANCE CO., or Harrrorp, Corn. 
NORTH AMERICAN INS. CO., or New York. 
CLEVELAND INSURANCE CO., or Onto. 

ALBANY CITY INS. CQ., or New York. 
jan. -ly. 


MARK W. JOHNSON, 
SHH DSMAN, 


Broad St, Atlanta, Georgia. 





all Street, Atlanta, Ga. 






















EALER in all kinds of Garden, Field and Flower Seeds, Garden Tools 
Agricultural Implements, Guano, and Horsford’s read Preparation. 

{33> Send for his extensive Price List. Address 

MARK W. JOHNSON, 


P. O.0x 239 , Atlanta, Ga. 
jan-ly. 


THE AMERICAN PRACTITIONER, 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF 
Medicine and Surgery, 


EDITED BY 
DAVID W. YANDELL, M. D., 
Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University of Louisville, 
AND 
THEOPHOLIS PARVIN, M. D. 
Professor of the Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women in the University 
of Louisville. 
TrerMs : THREE DoLLARS A YEAR, INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE, 
The Practitioner is a first-class Journal, It is devoted exclusively to practi- 
cal Medicine and Surgery. It contains contributions from the leading Medical 
writers of the country. Its selections are from original copies. It is conducted 
in the exclusive interest of the busy practitioner. Contributions on practical 
subjects solicited. 
(23> Send for Specimen copy. Address 
JOHN P. MORTON & CO., 
jan-3m. ] LOUISVILLE, Ky. 








W. A. LANSDELL. 
WHOLESALE DRUGGIST, 


—AND DEALER IN— 


Paints, Oils and Varnishes, 


bE gee G recently received large additions to my stock, Iam prepared to 
supply Druggists, Physicians and Merchants, with every article in the 

trade. 

CIGARS, of every grade, constantly on hand, a speciality, and am offering 
them at a very oh margin. 

My stock of SOAPS will compare favorably with any in the market. I have 
them of every grade. Buyers are offered every inducement as to prices. 

In the line of— 


Paints, Oils and Varnishes, 


the supply is unusually large for this market, and with a full iine of 
Lubricating and [luminating Oils, 
buyers cannot fail to be pleased. Of 


Toilet Articles, Pefamery, Tooth Brushes, Hair Brushes 
| Combs, &c., &c. 


l have a choice lot and well-selected. 
Among my brushes may be found Kalsomine, Paint, Varnish, Sash Tools, 
Horse Brushes, Shoe Brushes, Whitewash Brushes—in short every kind and 


quality. 
1 have also recently received a full assortment of the most approved 


TRUSSES, 
BRACES, 
SUPPORTERS, 
BANDAGES, 


and am enabled to supply any demand, at prices which cannot fail to suit. 
I have just received large invoices of the most extensive lot of Single and 


Doubie Thick 
Window-Glass, 


ever brought to this market. ; 
a3" All orders, personally or by letter, promptly and faithfully filled, on 
short notice. <A call is solicited from Physicians and Merchants visiting the 


ity. 
: ‘enya. 19 WHITEHALL ST., ATLANTA, GA. 















WILLIAM R. WARNER & CO, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


- SS 





154 North Third St., Philadelphia, 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of Catalogue Price. 


Warner's Pil: Iodoform Et Ferri. 


A powerful general Tonic and Alterative, valuable as a remedy in 


SCROFULA, ANAMIA NEURALGIA, CHLOROSIS, &. 


We make special mention of these Pills of our manufacture, as the medical journals 
throughout the couutry contain contributions from reliable authors who have made 
wonderful cures after having used, without success, all other known remedies. 

Bach iabel bears the tormuia and doses. 

Price, $3.25 per 100. 

We gire below a brief extract from a report of the Lehigh County Medical Society, 
as published in the transactions of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, June, 1868: 

“Internally, | gave quinine and iron, and a good nourishing diet. Still] found great 
trouble ip keeping up oealthy granulations; they would become sluggish. I tried a 
number of alteratives, as iodide of potassium and lime. Still the case progressed very 
siowly, until my atteation was attracted to an article in the Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter, ‘On [odoform ard trun. J atonce concluded to give this remedy a fair trial. I 
discontinued all other corstitutional treatment, and gave three pills three times a day, 
manutactured by W. R, Warner & Co., of Philadelphia. [soon had the satisfaction of 
seeing arapid tinprovement. The pain at once left ber limb, with which she had suffered 
continually: the granalations became more heaithy and more abundant, and I now have 
the satisfaction of seeing my patient engaging in alt her housebold duties. ot a ves- 
tive of the disease is tu he seen. The putient is enjoying perfect heuith, is active and lively. 

“Since, I have treated two other cases, one of three and one of four years standing, 
with the sume good result. I feel convinced of the efficacy of the remedy. 

“PP. L. REICHARD, Chairman Sanitary Committee.” 

Sent by mail, on receipt of catalogue price. 


7 " i oh Be Sod 
PIL: PHOSPHORUS COMP. 
EACH CONTAINING 
Phosphorus,....... sininds sis seseesect sree teeeeeeey Onve-hundreth grain. 
Ext: Nux Vonricd,...... doses ccceeseseeceececccccecscoasess OMCSOUNE GTAIN. 
Price, $2.50 per 100. 

Phosphorus is an important consutuent of the animal economy, particularly of the 
brain and nervous system, and is regarded xs a valuable remedy for diseases common 
to them, as in cases of Lapse of Memory, Softening of the Brain, Loss of Nerve Power, 
Phthis's, Paralysis, and impotency. Tne pilular form has been deemed the most desi- 
rable fur the idministration of Phosphorus. It is in a perfect stateof Subdivision, as 
it is incorporated with Glycerine, etc., in solution, 

Dr G. Dujardin Beaumetz, of the Hospital de la Pitie, Paris, concludes, after an elab- 
orate study of the action of phosphorus in {ocomotor ataxia, that: 1. Phosphoous 
appers to have a favorable influence in progressive locomotor ataxia. 2. Phospho- 
rus acts as an excitant and as a tonic to the nervous system. It returns to the ner- 
vous system. It returns to the nervous tissue an indispensable element. 3. The ad- 
ministratirn of phosphorus should be commenced in small doses, one milligramme, 
(about the 1-60 of a grain,) and tereased gradually. The administration should cease 
when digestive troubles supervene.--Budletin General de Therapeutique, Jan, 15th, Feb. 
2%th, Mareb 1Sth, i868. REDWINE & FOX, Agents, 
* Angust 1S71. Atlanta, Ga, 
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JUST RECFIVFD AND BOUGHT FOR CASH, 
IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS, BY 


SHARP & FLOYD, 


Successors to GEORGE SHARP, Jr, 
LIVE JEWELER 
WHITEHALL STREET, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
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THE 


| WATCHES, DIAMONDS, 


SOLID SILVER, 
PLATED WARE, 


GOLD CHAINS, (Opera, Leontine & Vest) | 


HUNDREDS OF LOCKETS., 
CHARMS. TOILET SETS, 
Bridal Presents, Pitchers, Goblets, Cups, Boquet Holders, 


French Clocks, Fancy Goods, efe., ete., ete. 


And the largest Stock of Genuine Witby | 


Jet ever rought to this Market. 
os 


DO NOT FAIL TO BUY YOUR PRESENTS AT 


SHARP & FLOYD'S LIVE JEWELRY STORE! 


N. B.—Fine Watches and Jewelry carefully repaired. All. 
Work guaranteed, and charges moderate. | 


SHARP & FLOYD. 


jan.-tf. 










































